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BANKRUPTCY MEDIATION PROGRAM

PANEL OF MEDIATORS

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

The following biographical information was provided by the mediators appointed to the Bankruptcy Mediation
Program Panel.  The information is provided without comment by the Bankruptcy Court.

FRANKLIN C. ADAMS, ESQ.
Best, Best & Krieger, LLP
3750 University Avenue Suite 400
P. O. Box 1028
Riverside, California  92502

Phone: (951) 686-1450
Fax: (951) 686-3083
E-mail: Franklin.Adams@bbklaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., Brigham Young University, 1975

J.D., Brigham Young University, 1978
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I try to be more collaborative and facilitative.  I use caucus a great deal.

I will be more evaluative if the situation seems to merit."
Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Shortest Mediation Conference Which Settled

Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District
Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Riverside Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations, Central District
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Riverside Division
2000-2001 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Riverside Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Riverside Division

1998-1999 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Riverside Division 
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Riverside Division (2-way tie)
1997-1998 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Riverside Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Riverside Division (3-way tie)

Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino
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JOHN O. ADAMS, ESQ.
Adams & Alexander
8383 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 919
Beverly Hills, California  90211

Phone: (323) 966-5533
Fax: (323) 658-8948
E-mail: johnoadams@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., Wayne State University, 1962

J.D., Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, 1970
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I utilize a caucus type mediation.  I believe the parties should reach their decisions and

agreements based upon a facilitative mediation."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

WILLIAM J. ADAMS, ESQ.
Law Offices of William J. Adams
2500 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 804
Los Angeles, California  90057

Phone: (213) 385-3289
Fax: (213) 385-6069
E-mail: —

Occupation: Attorney (Corporate and Business)
Education: B.S., University of Utah, Accounting, 1951

L.L.B., University of Utah, 1957
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)
ADR Style: "As desired by parties.  I believe it is necessary to caucus with each side and then

proceed as the parties desire."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura

THEODOR C. ALBERT, ESQ.
Albert, Weiland & Golden
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 950
Costa Mesa, California  92626

Phone: (714) 966-1000
Fax: (714) 966-1002
E-mail: talbert@awglawyers.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Stanford University, 1975

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1978
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "All of the following may be used:  caucus; directive/collaborative; evaluative/ facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Orange
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LEON J. ALEXANDER, ESQ.
2682 Kennington Drive
Glendale, California  91206

Phone: (818) 502-1362
Fax: (818) 502-1379
E-mail: lja3@worldnet.att.net

Occupation: Attorney; Full-time Arbitrator; Full-time Mediator
Education: B.A., Brooklyn College, 1947

J.D., Yale University, 1950
Mediation Training: Dispute Resolution Services, Basic Mediation Training, 30 hours
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association; Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

California Dispute Resolution Council Former Board Member, CDRC
State Bar ADR Committee
Executive Committee of Los Angeles County Attorney Client Fee Dispute Program
Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)

ADR Style: "The purpose is to resolve this particular dispute, with consideration of future relations
(if any) between the parties.  Heavy caucus, evaluative."

Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
San Fernando Valley Division (2-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

KARL T. ANDERSON, C.P.A.
Karl T. Anderson C.P.A., Inc.
700 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Suite H
Palm Springs, California  92262

Phone: (760) 778-4889
Fax: (760) 323-4306
E-mail: ktacpa@msn.com

Occupation: Certified Public Accountant
Authorized Counties: Riverside, San Bernardino

Information not submitted.

RAYMOND H. AVER, ESQ.
The Law Offices of Raymond Aver
12424 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1120
Los Angeles, California  90025

Phone: (310) 571-3511
Fax: (310) 571-3512
E-mail: ray@averlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Litigation)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1980

J.D., University of California, Hastings Law School, 1983
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I attempt to involve the parties (and not their attorneys) as much as possible in the

process, explaining their position and their goals.  I then attempt to garner the support
of the attorneys to work with their respective clients to achieve a workable resolution."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura
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LESLIE M. BAKER, ESQ.
Law Offices of David A. Tilem
500 North Brand Boulevard, Suite 460
Glendale, California  91203

Phone: (818) 507-6000
Fax: (818) 507-6800
E-mail: lesliebaker@TilemLaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Rutgers College, 1981

M.C.R.P., Rutgers Graduate School, 1983
J.D., Rutgers School of Law, Camden, 1986

Mediation Training: Strauss Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University of School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura

MAXINE BAKER-JACKSON, J.D., L.C.S.W., R.N.
7405 Via Lorado
Rancho Palos Verdes, California  90275

Phone: (323) 526-6671
Fax: (310) 377-8799
E-mail: MBJ6@aol.com

Occupation: Professional Mediator and Nurse
Education: B.A., Spelman College, 1946

University of Southern California School of Nursing, 1952
M.S.W., University of California, Los Angeles, 1956
J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1970

Mediation Training: Mediation training yearly since 1977
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA) Annual Conference, Workshop on

Becoming a Mediator, 1995
Department of Justice, ADA Mediation, 1995

ADR Style: "I am not limited by a preference to any style, rather will use an approach that seems
necessary to assist the parties to move toward collaboration/cooperation."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

DANIEL I. BARNESS, ESQ.
Spiro, Moss, Barness & Harrison
11377 West Olympic Boulevard, 10th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90064

Phone: (310) 235-2468
Fax: (310) 235-2456
E-mail: dbarness@smbhblaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Berkeley, 1977

J.D., University of California, Hastings College of Law, 1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "My preference is to start out with my evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of

each side in open session.  I prefer caucuses to discuss strengths and weakness and to
develop the ‘bottom line’."

Foreign Language(s): Hebrew, French, Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura
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RICHARD L. BARNETT, ESQ.
Barnett & Rubin
2 Park Plaza, Suite 980
Irvine, California  92614

Phone: (949) 261-9700
Fax: (949) 261-9799
Email: rick@brlawyers.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., San Jose State University, 1976

J.D., Pepperdine University, 1979
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

35 hours, 2001
ADR Style: "I believe that parties are almost always better off resolving their claims short of trial.  I

will do whatever it takes to assist in this resolution.  I believe caucus is beneficial in most
cases and some evaluation as well.  Collaboration is always appropriate."

Authorized Counties: Orange

CATHERINE E. BAUER, ESQ.
U. S. Attorney’s Office
300 North Los Angeles Street, Room 7516
Los Angeles, California  90012

Phone: (213) 894-3038
Fax: (213) 894-7819
E-mail: catherine.bauer@usdoj.gov

Occupation: Assistant U. S. Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1982

J.D., University of Southern California School of Law, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)
ADR Style: "I hope to facilitate a resolution without being evaluative, but am interested in crafting a

process that meets the needs of the parties."
Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division

(2-way tie)
1999-2000 Shortest Mediation Conference Which Settled

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange
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WILLIAM C. BEALL, ESQ.
Beall & Burkhardt
1114 State Street, Suite 200
Santa Barbara, California  93101

Phone: (805) 966-6774
Fax: (805) 963-5988
E-mail: ArtyC@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Reed College, 1976

J.D., Yale University, 1980
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "My intention is to operate primarily within a facilitative form of mediation, although if the

parties wish evaluation with regard to strengths or weaknesses of various portions of their
case, I will not refuse to accede to that wish.  My mediations will tend to be collaborative
in nature and will utilize the caucus."

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (7-way tie)
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Northern Division (2-way tie)
1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Northern Division

1996-1997 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Northern Division (6-way tie)
Authorized Counties: San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura

MICHAEL EVAN BECKMAN, ESQ.
Mediation
Law Offices of Michael Evan Beckman
1258 Tenth Street, Suite 6
Santa Monica, California  90401

Phone: (310) 394-3138
Fax: (310) 451-3203
E-mail: thecapper2@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney, Mediator, Writer
Education: B.A., University of Michigan,1979

J.D., University of Michigan, 1980
Mediation Training: Woody Mosten Advanced Mediation Training, 25 hours, 2000

Douglas Herrera on-going training at the EEOC
ADR Style: "I do not have one set style of mediation.  I try to adapt my approach and the process to

the situation.  I gear what I do toward leveling the playing field, so that all parties have
sufficient information and comfort to feel empowered to work toward a mutually
satisfactory resolution."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Ventura
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PAUL BENT, ESQ.
Mediation Offices of Paul Bent
3715 Lewis Avenue
Long Beach, California  90807

Phone: (562) 426-1000
Fax: (562) 492-1199
E-mail: Paul@paulbent.com

Occupation: Professional Mediator, Arbitrator, Attorney, Investment Banker
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1973

J.D., Law Review, Southwestern University School of Law, 1978
Mediation Training: Rosenberg Mediation, 40 hours, 2001

Los Angeles County Bar Association Dispute Resolution Services, 3 hours, 2001
Southern California Mediation Association, 5.5 hours, 2002
Southern California Mediation Association, Specialized Mediation Training, 4 hours, 2003
International Academy of Mediators, Advanced Mediation Training, 11 hours, 2003
Pepperdine University School of Law, Advanced Mediation, 11 hours, 2003
Public Investors Arbitration Bar Association, Securities Arbitration Training, 14.5

hours, 2003
International Academy of Mediators and American College of Civil Trial Mediation, 7.5

hours, 2004
International Academy of Mediators, Advanced Mediation Training, 8 hours

ADR Memberships: International Academy of Mediators
Southern California Mediation Association
Association for Conflict Resolution – Los Angeles Chapter

ADR Style: "Generally a facilitative approach, with emphasis on confidential caucuses, active
listening techniques, and moving beyond initial positioning.  Parties and counsel are
expected to participate actively in issue identification and resolution.  Application of
evaluative methods s appropriate with respect to commercial and financial issues and
details.”

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

GEOFFREY L. BERMAN
Vice President
Development Specialists, Inc.
333 South Grand Avenue, Suite 2010
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 617-2717
Fax: (213) 617-2718
E-mail: gberman@dsi.biz

Occupation: Management Consultant - Business Workouts, Reorganization/
Liquidations, Bankruptcy and Turnaround Management

Education: B.A. and Undergraduate Honors Thesis, University of the Pacific at Stockton,
Business and Finance, 1975

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I believe parties to mediation need to be prepared to be active participants in the

process, prepared to find a solution.  The mediator is the means by which the settlement
can be found, but the settlement is made by the parties.  Whatever means will
accomplish this goal can/should be used (i.e., caucus, facilitative, etc.)."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange
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LEE JAY BERMAN
The Mediation Alliance, Inc.
3055 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 550
Los Angeles, California  90010

Phone: (213) 383-0438
Fax: (213) 383-5130
E-mail: LeeJay@MediationTools.com

Occupation: Full time Mediator and Director of the “Mediating the Litigated Case” for
University’s Strauss Institute for Dispute Resolution

Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, Economics
**Mediation Training: International Academy of Mediators Spring Conference, 20 hours, 2004

Resolution & Resilience in New York, 20 hours, 2004
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

40 hours, 2004
Strategic Conflict Resolution in Health Care, 4 hours, 2004
Commercial Arbitrator Training, 32 hours, 2004

ADR Memberships: Dispute Resolution Services (DRS)
Los Angeles Superior Court Mediation Panel
Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
American Arbitration Association (AAA)
Superior Court of Santa Barbara County; CADRe and Limited Mediation Panels
Equal Employment Opportunity Council Mediation Panel
State of California 2nd District Court of Appeals Mediation Panel
County of Los Angeles Consumer and Senior Services Mediation Panel
Hospital Association of California Mediation Panel
Arbitration Mediation Conciliation Centers Mediation Panel
California Dispute Resolution Council
Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution
Los Angeles County Bar Association Dispute Resolution Section
Santa Monica Bar Association Dispute Resolution Section
Beverly Hills Bar Association Executive Committee ADR Section
American Bar Association Dispute Resolution Section
International Academy of Mediators

ADR Style: "As a mediator who has successfully mediated over 900 cases and has trained hundreds
of mediators, I’ve learned that really good mediators don’t have just one style.  Because
every dispute has different dynamics, each one calls for different tools from the mediator.
Some cases require me to be stern, experienced neutral, analyzing parties’ legal
standing and evaluating their outcome probabilities, risk tolerance, and economic options.
Other cases require me to hear underlying issues and to manage participants’ emotions,
psychology and negotiation and communication dynamics.  Sometimes, I have to do
both.  Knowing what is needed in each case, and having the ability to provide whatever
it takes, is what I bring to the table as a mediator."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura

**Literally have thousands of hours of training that are too numerous to name.
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HOWARD M. BIDNA, ESQ.
Bidna & Keys
5120 Campus Drive
Newport Beach, California  92660

Phone: (949) 752-7030
Fax: (949) 752-8770
E-mail: hbidna@bidnakeys.com

Occupation: Attorney (Business including Litigation and Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Irvine, 1975

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, 1978
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "The approach depends on the issues, personalities, conflicts and motivations involved.

Separate caucuses will usually be helpful.  Because the parties have lawyers, mediation
will tend toward an MSC/VSC model.  My role is to (a) encourage the parties to
identify/express their true goals and to see the risk/reward/cost of further litigation, and
(b) bring to bear the experience, knowledge and creativity of everyone in the process."

Authorized Counties: Orange

SHARON R. BIEDERMAN, ESQ.
Biederman & Associates
330 Main Street, Suite 203C
Seal Beach, California  90740

Phone: (562) 598-3700
Fax: (562) 598-3708
E-mail: srb@creditorslaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Creditors' Rights)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1974

J.D., Loyola Marymount University, 1979
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: None listed.
Authorized Counties: Orange

STEPHEN F. BIEGENZAHN, ESQ.
Albert, Weiland & Golden, LLP
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 950
Costa Mesa, California  92626

Phone: (714) 966-1000
Fax: (714) 966-1002
E-mail: SBiegenzahn@AWGLAWYERS.COM

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Stanford University, 1971

J.D., Stanford University, 1974
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
ADR Style: "Collaborative and directive but not overly so."
Foreign Language(s): Italian
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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STEPHEN M. BIERSMITH, ESQ.
Select Personnel Services Corporation
5462 Rincon Beach Park Drive
Ventura, California  93001

Phone: (805) 648-7242
Fax: (805) 648-1807
E-mail: sbiersmith@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney; General Counsel and Vice President of Human Resources Education:
B.A., Marquette University, 1975; M.B.A., University of Missouri, 1979

J.D., Santa Barbara College of Law, 1989
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)

Federal Mediation & Conciliation Service (FMCS)
National Mediation Board (Airline and Railroad Industry)
National Arbitration Forum
Civil Service Commissions for the City and County of Los Angeles
Civil Service Commissions for the City and County of San Francisco
County of San Bernardino
United Transportation Union (UTU)
Kaiser Permanente
Los Angeles MTA
Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU)
New York Stock Exchange
Pacific Stock Exchange
National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD)
Chicago Board of Trade
California State Mediation and Conciliation Service

ADR Style: "My role in the mediation process is simply to facilitate negotiation.  Although I prefer a
caucus type approach which is collaborative rather than evaluative, I stand ready to
adapt a different posture should the particular needs of the parties so dictate."

Authorized Counties: Santa Barbara, Ventura

WENDY J. BIRNBAUM, ESQ.
Law Office of Wendy J. Birnbaum
17671 Irvine Boulevard, Suite 106
Tustin, California  92780

Phone: (714) 669-8200
Fax: (714) 669-8202
E-mail: bbirnbaum@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., California State College, Sonoma, 1974

J.D., Western State University, 1980
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
Coast to Coast Divorce Mediation Training, 40 hours, 2001

ADR Style: “My role as the mediator is to facilitate negotiation, identification of issues and goals, and
explore options in an effort to assist the parties to reach a resolution.  I incorporate global
participation and caucuses as appropriate in each case.”

Authorized Counties: Orange
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CHRISTOPHER L. BLANK, ESQ.
Law Offices of Christopher L. Blank
4675 MacArthur Court, Suite 550
Newport Beach, California  92660

Phone: (949) 250-4600
Fax: (949) 250-4604
E-mail: clblank@pacbell.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., University of California, Irvine, Biology, 1979

M.S., University of California, Irvine, Administration, 1981
J.D., George Washington University, 1984

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I attempt to make use of all of the mediation techniques I have been taught in
appropriate situations.  When I believe that it will be beneficial, I caucus with attorneys
and individuals.  However, I try to maximize global participation.  I try to stress that the
main benefit of mediation is that the parties control the process and determine the
outcome."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

LINDA M. BLANK, ESQ.
Law Offices of Linda M. Blank
1925 Century Park East, Suite 1150
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 203-9393
Fax: (310) 203-8110
E-mail: lindablank@worldnet.att.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Berkeley, 1965

M.A., California State University, Northridge, 1973
J.D., Loyola Law School, 1986

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I generally employ a caucus and seek to obtain a resolution through collaborative
techniques, with a goal to obtaining a constructive resolution among the participants."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

TERESA A. BLASBERG, ESQ.
Blasberg & Associates
688 South Santa Fe Avenue, Suite 305
Los Angeles, California  90021

Phone: (213) 239-0364
Fax: (213) 239-0467
E-mail: tablasberg@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Stanford University, 1978

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I attempt to select the approach best suited to resolve the particular dispute, based

upon, e.g., the parties' progress toward settlement prior to the mediation, and their
attitudes toward each other and the process."

Foreign Language(s): German, Polish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara
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JUDITH I. BLOOM, ESQ.
Clark & Trevithick
800 Wilshire Boulevard, 12th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 629-5700
Fax: (213) 624-9441
E-mail: jbloom@clarktrev.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara, 1972

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1975
M.B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, Graduate School of Management, 1983

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I use a caucus and prefer to collaborate."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

LANA BORSOOK, ESQ.
10430 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1503
Los Angeles, California  90024

Phone: (310) 470-3341
Fax: (310) 470-0098
E-mail: lana.borsook.law@juno.com

Occupation: Attorney (Business and Bankruptcy Litigation)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, English, 1965

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1968
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Arbitrator, Los Angeles County Bar Association
ADR Style: "I believe caucusing can be helpful, and like to facilitate resolutions between the parties

directly."
Foreign Language(s): French
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

DENISE I. BOUSLEY, ESQ.
Law Offices of Denise Bousley
11355 West Olympic Boulevard, Suite 100
Los Angeles, California  90064

Phone: (310) 966-9956
Fax: (310) 966-9954
E-mail: dbousley@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Business Litigation)
Education: B.A., University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1974

M.S., University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1975
J.D., George Washington University National Law Center, 1987

Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association Dispute Resolution Services (DRS),1995
ADR Memberships: Los Angeles County Bar Association, ADR Section
ADR Style: "My preferred approach is collaborative and facilitative.  This process requires

commitment on the part of the attorneys and their clients, as well as the use of creativity,
flexibility and evaluation skills."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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J. SCOTT BOVITZ, ESQ.
Bovitz & Spitzer
880 West First Street, Suite 502
Los Angeles, California  90012

Phone: (213) 346-8300
Fax: (213) 620-1811
E-mail: bovitz@bovitz-spitzer.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy, with an emphasis on the representation of businesses and
creditors)

Education: B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara, 1977
J.D., Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, 1980

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I am a certified specialist in personal and small business bankruptcy law with the State
Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization.  I am also board certified in business
bankruptcy law with the American Bankruptcy Board of Certification.  As such, I prefer
an evaluative approach to the resolution of bankruptcy proceedings (which assists the
parties in understanding the merits or demerits of their respective legal positions).  I also
rely heavily on caucus (individual meetings of the parties and their counsel) as a means
of reaching settlement and establishing rapport with the mediator."

Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles Division (3-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

BENJAMIN J. BRESLAUER, C.P.A.
Breslauer Financial Services
11530 Dona Dorotea Drive
Studio City, California  91604

Phone: (323) 654-9725
Fax: (323) 656-8300
E-mail: breslauer@aol.com

Occupation: Management Consultant (Chapter 11 companies and individuals)
Certified Public Accountant

Education: B.S., West Point, 1954
M.B.A., Harvard University, 1960

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I have had 100% success using a caucus type program, which is collaborative rather
than evaluative."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

JEFFREY W. BROKER, ESQ.
Broker & Associates
18191 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 470
Irvine, California  92711

Phone: (949) 222-2000
Fax: (949) 222-2022
E-mail: jbroker@balawcorp.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1969

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1972
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Program on Negotiation, Harvard University, 10 hours, 1995

ADR Membership: American Arbitration Association
ADR Style: "Caucus/facilitative."
Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino
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PETER C. BRONSON, ESQ.
Kelly, Lytton & Vann
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1450
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 277-5333
Fax: (310) 277-5953
E-mail: pbronson@klmvlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy, Business Litigation)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1971

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1974
Mediation Training: University of California, Los Angeles, Extension Mediation Training Program

instructed by John P. Biancardi, 1999
ADR Memberships: Dispute Resolution Services
ADR Style: "Although I generally utilize caucuses as part of an over-all collaborative/ facilitative

approach, in my view the keynotes for successful mediation are flexibility of approach
and investment of sufficient time for the process to work."

Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
San Fernando Valley (2-way tie)

Foreign Language(s): French
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

EDYTHE L. BRONSTON, ESQ.
Law Offices of Edythe L. Bronston
14011 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 402
Sherman Oaks, California  91423

Phone: (818) 528-2893
Fax: (818) 528-7445
E-mail: ebronston@bronstonlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., California State University, Northridge, 1977

J.D., Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, 1980
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus/collaborative."
Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Los Angeles Division
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

LINDA L. BRYANT
Mediation Associates
8920 Limonite Avenue, Suite 115
Riverside, California 92509

Phone: (951) 681-4885
Fax: (951) 681-3843
E-mail: gowestpoint@msn.com

Occupation: Mediator
Education: B.S., Indiana University, 1971

M.P.A., Golden Gate University, 1977
J.D., Kensington University, 1998

Mediation Training: University of California, Riverside, 40 hours, Certificate in Conflict Management
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association, American Arbitration Association
ADR Style: "As used in the Riverside Court and taught in the UCR Certificate Program, our approach

is to evaluate each position, then facilitate the parties to reach an agreement.  At times,
as appropriate, we use a mix of processes and approaches such as caucus which is
used to help to facilitate the parties to reach an agreement."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Riverside
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SUSAN R. BULFINCH, ESQ.
Law Offices of Susan R. Bulfinch
690-A Los Angeles Avenue, Suite 190
Simi Valley, California  93065

Phone: (805) 522-9698
Fax: (805) 522-1919
E-mail: sbulfinch@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney; Mediator
Education: B.A., Hampshire College, 1976

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law, 1983
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Office of the City Attorney, Los Angeles, 40 hours, 1990

ADR Memberships: Board of Directors, Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)
Beverly Hills Bar Association, ADR Section

ADR Style: "I customize my approach to clients/parties in mediation based on the particular issues
and people present.  I prefer a collaborative process, use caucuses as needed."

Mediation Award(s): 1997-1998 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (2-way tie)
1996-1997 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Northern Division (6-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura

WILLIAM M. BURD, ESQ.
Burd & Naylor
200 West Santa Ana Boulevard, Suite 400
Santa Ana, California  92707

Phone: (714) 708-3900
Fax: (714) 708-3949
E-mail: wmburd@burd-naylor.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1975

J.D., Loyola University, 1979
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1998
ADR Style: ––
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

DANIEL J. BUSSEL, ESQ.
Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern
2121 Avenue of the Stars, 33rd Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 407-4015
Fax: (310) 407-9090
E-mail: dbussel@ktbslaw.com

Occupation: Professor of Law
Courses:  Bankruptcy, Commercial Law and Contracts

Education: B.A., University of Pennsylvania, 1981
J.D., Stanford University, 1985

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Memberships: Society for Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)
ADR Style: "I will tailor the approach to the nature of the dispute and the needs of the parties."
Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles
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STEVEN P. BYRNE, ESQ.
Byrne & Associates
133 East Lemon Avenue
Monrovia, California  91016

Phone: (626) 357-9666
Fax: (626) 357-2666
E-mail: spblaw@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., California State University, Los Angeles, 1974

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law, 1977
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I use a caucus type of mediation which is collaborative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino

REBECCA CALLAHAN, ESQ.
Callahan Law Corporation
2040 Main Street, 9th Floor
Irvine, California  92614

Phone: (949) 260-8888
Fax: (949) 260-9999
E-mail: rcallahan@callahanlaw.biz

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of Southern California, cum laude, 1974

J.D., University of California School of Law (Boalt Hall), 1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Orange County Bankruptcy Forum Program re:  Effective Mediation, 3 hours, 1996
State Bar of California, Business Litigation Section, Mediation Techniques and Issues,

1996
Los Angeles County Bar Association, Contract Arbitration, 1998
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

Advanced Mediation Training, 1998
ADR Style: "It depends on the case, the issues and the parties.  I am familiar with the various

mediation techniques and find that I use some blend of one or more methods.  Generally,
if the disputing parties are going to have ongoing contact or relations, I will try to
encourage face-to-face mediation.  If the parties will have no further contact post-dispute
resolution, I will generally start with separate caucus and will use shuttle diplomacy."

Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division (2-way tie)
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Santa Ana Division (3-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside
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GLENN WARD CALSADA, ESQ.
515 South Flower Street, Suite 4400
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 892-9950
Fax: (213) 623-2716
E-mail: glenn@leal-law.com

Occupation: Attorney/Mediator
Education: B.S., University of Southern California, 1982

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1986
Passed 1997 State Bar Specialist Exam
Certified Specialist in Personal and Small Business Bankruptcy Law

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Caucus type of mediation process preferred."
Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District

Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Northern Division
Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura

RONALD L. CAMERON
Dispute Resolution Services
1695 Mesa Verde, Suite 130
Ventura, California  93003

Phone: (805) 985-1967
Voice Mail: (805) 985-7867
Fax: (805) 985-2449
E-mail: mediaterlc@aol.com

Occupation: Mediator/Arbitrator/Trainer
Education: A.A., Personnel Management, 1954

B.A., Business Administration, 1956
M.S., Electrical Engineering, 1965
Paralegal, 1985

Mediation Training: Center for Dispute Settlement, 30 hours
Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement, 32 hours
Academy of Family Mediation, 60 hours

ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)
Academy of Family Mediation
California Association of Family Therapists
Industrial Relations Research Association
Ventura County Bar Association
Administrative Conference of U. S.

ADR Style: "I use a style that seems to best meet the needs of the parties and the type of dispute."
Authorized Counties: San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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THOMAS H. CASEY, ESQ.
Law Office of Thomas H. Casey
22342 Avenida Empresa, Suite 255
Rancho Santa Margarita, California  92688

Phone: (949) 766-8787
Fax: (949) 766-9896
E-mail: tomcasey@tomcaseylaw.com

Occupation: Attorney; Bankruptcy Trustee
Education: B.A., Fairfield University, 1982

J.D., New England School of Law, 1986
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "To facilitate the exchange of information between the parties and to motivate them to

consider creative solutions."
Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Santa Ana Division (3-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Orange

RUSSELL S. CLEMENTSON, ESQ.
Office of the United States Trustee
725 South Figueroa Street, Suite 2600
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 894-4505
Fax: (213) 894-2603
E-mail: Russell.Clementson@usdoj.gov

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.S., Pepperdine University, 1986

J.D., Pepperdine University School of Law, 1989
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
ADR Style: None listed.
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura

LESLIE A. COHEN, ESQ.
Liner, Yankelevitz, Sunshine & Regenstreif, LLP
1100 Glendon Avenue, 14th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90024

Phone: (310) 500-3500
Fax: (310) 500-3501
E-mail: lcohen@linerlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, San Diego, 1977

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1980
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Evaluative followed by collaborative."
Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (7-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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MARC S. COHEN, ESQ.
Kaye Scholer LLP
1999 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1700
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 788-1223
Fax: (310) 788-1200
E-mail: marccohen@kayescholer.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Cornell University, 1971

J.D., New York University School of Law, 1974
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties

in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura

SANDRA J. COLEMAN, ESQ.
S. J. Coleman & Associates
2700 North Main Street, Suite 1070
Santa Ana, California  92705

Phone: (714) 667-0707
Fax: (714) 667-1136
E-mail: sjcoleman@ocba.net

Occupation: Attorney and Mediator (with emphasis in Family Law, Bankruptcy and Real Estate)
Education: B.A., Texas Christian University, 1966

J.D., Western State University College of Law, 1985
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association, 40 hours, 1994
ADR Style: "I believe in using the following techniques in the appropriate situations: caucus/no

caucus; directive/collaborative; evaluative/facilitative; etc.  The key to being a mediator
is being flexible, assessing the parties' fears, reluctance, anger and using the
technique(s) that brings them to the table."

Mediation Award(s): 1997-1998 Shortest Mediation Conference (2-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside

CAPRICE L. COLLINS, ESQ.
Collins Law Group
3330 West Manchester Boulevard
Inglewood, California  90305

Phone: (310) 677-9787, Ext. 5
Fax: (310) 677-6742
E-mail: CLCFirm@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Irvine, 1975

J.D., Harvard University, 1978
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties

in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles
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JACK COOK
1514 Eastwind Circle
Westlake Village, California  91361

Phone: (805) 373-5075
Fax: (805) 379-1389
E-mail: —

Occupation: Real Estate Broker
Education: B.A., Brooklyn College, 1946
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Center for Conflict Resolution, Pepperdine University School of Law, 30 hours, 1995
Office of City Attorney training as arbitrator-conciliator and mediator, 20 hours, 1994

ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
ADR Style: "Where ongoing and harmonious business relationships are broken because of

unresolved issues, all parties lose.  To resolve the conflict out-of-court through mediation,
I facilitate a collaborative resolution by opposing parties with the goal that profitable
relations could be resumed."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura

VINCENT M. COSCINO, ESQ.
Allen, Matkins, Leck, Gamble & Mallory
1900 Main Street, 5th Floor
Irvine, California  92614

Phone: (949) 553-1313
Fax: (949) 553-8354
E-mail: vcoscino@allenmatkins.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Occidental College, 1982

J.D., University of San Diego School of Law, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
ADR Style: "I prefer the caucus/collaborative/facilitative approach."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

JAMES N. COVER, ESQ.
13410 Preston Road, #1-276
Dallas, Texas  75240

Phone: (214) 293-8220; (949) 306-6396
Fax: —
E-mail: jamescover@onebox.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: J.D., Western State University, 1987
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Varies case by case.  Unless the situation dictates otherwise, I prefer a caucus type of

program which will usually start midway between evaluative and facilitative; I allow the
program to drift in the direction (evaluative or facilitative) that appears appropriate under
the circumstances and most likely to bring about a durable resolution with closure.  I
welcome and encourage creative solutions."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura

*Divides his time between Orange County and Texas.
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JONATHAN B. CRANE, ESQ.
Law Offices of Jonathan Crane
3699 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 700
Los Angeles, California  90010

Phone: (213) 389-9242
Fax: (213) 389-9247
E-mail: Joncrane@pacbell.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of Michigan, 1974

J.D., University of Southern California Law School, 1977
Mediation Training: Coast to Coast Mediation Training, 30 hours, 1992

Los Angeles County Bar Association, Dispute Resolution
Services (DRS) Mediation Training, 17.5 hours, 1992

ADR Memberships: Panel Member, Los Angeles Superior Court Arbitration and Mediation Panel
Judge Pro Tem, Los Angeles Municipal Court

ADR Style: "My mediation process varies depending upon the case and the individuals.  I tend
toward non-directive.  I tend toward caucus.  I am always facilitative but when requested
I am happy to be evaluative."

Foreign Language(s): French
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

CHARLES W. DAFF, ESQ.
2700 North Main Street, Suite 510
Santa Ana, California  92705

Phone: (714) 541-0301
Fax: (714) 569-0515
E-mail: cdaff@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney;  Bankruptcy Trustee (Chapter 7)
Education: B.A., California State University, Fullerton, Political Science, 1974

J.D., Western State University, 1977
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties

in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District (3-way tie)
Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Riverside Division (3-way tie)
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Santa Ana Division
1998-1999 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Santa Ana Division (3-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino
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ASHLEIGH A. DANKER, ESQ.
Kaye Scholer LLP
1999 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1600
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 788-1235
Fax: (310) 229-1935
E-mail: adanker@kayescholer.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Duke University, magna cum laude, 1985

J.D., University of Southern California Law School, 1988
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties

in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

STEPHEN H. DARROW, ESQ.
3950 Long Beach Boulevard, Suite 105
Long Beach, California  90807

Phone: (562) 595-0160
Fax: (562) 595-1420
E-mail: bklaw@charter.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: A.A., Long Beach City College, 1976

B.S., California State University, Long Beach, 1979
J.D., Western State University College of Law, 1982
University of California, Los Angeles, Bankruptcy Law Specialty Program, 1993

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Use a caucus approach after presentation and minimal discussion regarding status of
settlement.  Evaluate and seek normal and alternative types of resolution needed to
settle the conflict rather than evaluate each party's position.  Use a no-time-limitation
approach regarding discussions so each party has his side and position heard."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

HENRY S. DAVID, ESQ.
Alschuler Grossman Stein & Kahan LLP
The Water Garden
1620 26th Street, 5th Floor, North Tower
Santa Monica, California  90404

Phone: (310) 255-9167
Fax: (310) 907-2167
E-mail: hdavid@agsk.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., California Institute of Technology, 1976

J.D., New York University School of Law, 1979
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus/evaluative/creative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange
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PETER A. DAVIDSON, ESQ.
Rein, Evans & Sestanovich 
1925 Century Park East, Suite 1600
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 551-3100
Fax: (310) 551-0238
E-mail: pdavidson@resllp.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Receivership)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1974

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1977
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type mediation which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  However,

if the parties desire, I am willing to take an evaluative approach and inform them on how
I view a possible judicial outcome."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

KEITH S. DOBBINS, ESQ.
Law Offices of Keith S. Dobbins
21700 Oxnard Street, Suite 1290
Woodland Hills, California  91367

Phone: (818) 348-3442
Fax: (818) 348-6168
E-mail: —

Occupation: Attorney (Primary practice includes Bankruptcy, Reorganization, Debtor-Creditor
Rights and Business Litigation)

Education: B.B.A., University of Miami, Coral Cables, Florida, 1977
J.D., Southwestern University School of Law, 1981

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Varies dependent upon nature of dispute and preference of parties and/or their counsel."
Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division

1996-1997 Shortest Mediation Conference Which Settled (2-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara

MARK T. DOMEYER, ESQ.
Miles, Bauer, Bergstrom & Winters
1665 Scenic Avenue, Suite 200
Costa Mesa, California  92626

Phone: (714) 481-0224
Fax: (714) 481-9144
E-mail: Mdomeyer@mileslegal.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.S., Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa, 1980

M.S., University of Denver College of Law, 1982
J.D., Catholic University of America, Columbus School of Law, 1988

Mediation Training: Course work in Alternative Resolution at the University of Denver College of Law, 3.0
course hours

ADR Style: "I believe it is important for the parties to evaluate and confront the weaknesses in their
case and not just the strengths.  A resolution through consensus generally yields better
results for all parties at a lower cost.”

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura
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N. JANE DUBOVY, ESQ.
Law Offices of N. Jane DuBovy
16712 Marquez Avenue
Pacific Palisades, California  90272

Phone: (310) 573-1430
Fax: (310) 573-1425
E-mail: —

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Pepperdine University, Psychology, 1975

M.A., Pepperdine University, Community Clinical Psychology, 1978
J.D., Pepperdine University School of Law, 1981

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Based on my psychology background, I utilize an approach that requires active
participation of all parties; the process involves limited caucusing and the facilitative
approach to reach a collaborative solution."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura

JAMES A. DUMAS, JR., ESQ.
Dumas & Associates
3435 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2530
Los Angeles, California  90010

Phone: (213) 480-0440; (213) 368-5000
Fax: (213) 480-0872; (213) 360-5009
E-mail: jamedumas@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Berkeley, 1973

L.L.B., University of Southern California Law School, 1977
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus/directive/evaluative."
Foreign Language(s): French, German
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura

MARJORIE L. ERICKSON, ESQ.
Office of the United States Trustee
725 South Figueroa Street, Suite 2600
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 894-3678
Fax: (213) 894-2603
E-mail: —

Occupation: Assistant United States Trustee (Business Litigation Attorney)
Education: Antioch College, 1975

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1980
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Western Management Development Center, 40 hours, 1996

ADR Style: "I prefer a classic mediation approach that uses caucuses and a collaborative, facilitative
style."

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (7-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,

Ventura
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RICHARD W. ESTERKIN, ESQ.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
300 South Grand Avenue, 22nd Floor
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 612-1163
Fax: (213) 612-2554
E-mail: resterkin@morganlewis.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Claremont Men's College, 1973

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1976
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Los Angeles County Superior Court, 2 hours

ADR Style: "Caucus; collaborative; evaluative/facilitative depending upon nature of dispute and
parties."

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Matter Involving Largest Amount of Money Which Settled (3-way tie)
1996-1997 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Santa Ana Division
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

MICHAEL D. EVNIN, ESQ.
Attorney at Law
13615 Victory Boulevard, Suite 215
Van Nuys, California  91401

Phone: (818) 782-0100
Fax: (818) 782-0121
E-mail: —

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of Illinois, 1975

J.D., University of Akron, 1978
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
University of California, Riverside Extension, Mediation II, 18 hours, 2001

ADR Memberships: Society for Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)
ADR Style: "Choosing the collaborative, facilitative method of mediation, which includes the caucus

process, affords the parties a unique opportunity to solve problems in a cooperative
rather than adversarial way, and with greater flexibility, speed and privacy than they
would likely have in court."

Mediation Award(s): 1997-1998 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Riverside Division (3-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura
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JAMES J. FEDER, ESQ.
James J. Feder Professional Corporation
10866 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 500
Los Angeles, California  90024

Phone: (310) 446-5445
Fax: (310) 446-5447
E-mail: jfederlaw@sbcglobal.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: Notre Dame University, South Bend, Indiana, 1960-62

Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama, 1962-64
B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1965
M.P.A., University of Southern California, 1972
J.D., University of Southern California School of Law, 1975

Mediation Training: AAA Mediation Advocacy Seminar, 1992
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
AAA Advanced Commercial Arbitration Training, 1999
Los Angeles Superior Court Arbitration Workshop, 1999
Los Angeles Superior Court Cross Cultural Dispute Resolution, 2000
Los Angeles Superior Court Mediation Training Program, 2001
Pepperdine University Advanced Mediation Training Seminar, 2002

ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA), Commercial Arbitration and Mediation Panels,
1971 to present

ADR Style: "Varies, based upon the particular needs of the parties.  Preference for facilitative caucus
process designed to build a consensus for settlement.  If parties desire, a directive
evaluative approach may be provided."

Mediation Award(s): 1997-1998 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Los Angeles Division (2-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

JAMES R. FELTON, ESQ.
Greenberg & Bass
16000 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1000
Encino, California  91436

Phone: (818) 382-6200
Fax: (818) 986-6534
E-mail: JRF@Greenbass.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Brandeis University, 1985

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1988
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)
ADR Style: "I prefer a facilitative approach with the parties reaching a resolution which is satisfactory

to all.  I expect the parties to be committed to the process."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles
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LAZARO E. FERNANDEZ, ESQ.
Law Office of Lazaro E. Fernandez, Inc.
3403 Tenth Street, Suite 714
Riverside, California  92501

Phone: (951) 684-4474
Fax: (951) 684-4625
E-mail: lef17@pacbell.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., California State University, Fullerton, 1984

J.D., University of California, Davis, 1987
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1998
ADR Style: "Evaluative/facilitative."
Mediation Award(s): 1998-1999 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Riverside (2-way tie)
Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Riverside, San Bernardino

IGNAZIO FICARA, ESQ.
Ficara Law Office
7255 Joshua Lane, Suite A
Yucca Valley, California  92284

Phone: (760) 365-7000
Fax: (760) 365-0177
E-mail: ficara.law.office@verizon.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of Connecticut, 1978

J.D., California Western School of Law, 1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  This

requires a willingness by the parties to engage in meaningful discussions aimed at non-
judicial resolution of their conflict."

Foreign Language(s): Italian
Authorized Counties: Riverside, San Bernardino
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BRIAN D. FITTIPALDI, ESQ.
Office of the United States Trustee
128 East Carrillo Street
Santa Barbara, California  93101

Phone: (805) 957-4100
Fax: (805) 957-4103
E-mail: Brian.Fittipaldi@usdoj.gov

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Yale University, Economics, cum laude, 1985

J.D., University of Chicago Law School, 1989
M.B.A. University of Chicago Business School (Marketing, Finance), 1989

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1998

ADR Style: "I prefer the facilitative approach because it allows one the flexibility of exploring all
avenues in coming to a resolution of disputes."

Foreign Language(s): Spanish, French
Authorized Counties: San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura

NAOMI FLIEDER
913 Euclid Street, Unit 1
Santa Monica, California  90403

Phone: (310) 394-8317
Fax: (310) 394-6837
E-mail: WGFNBF@aol.com

Occupation: Mediator; Paralegal
Education: B.A., Brooklyn College, 1953

Litigation Specialist Certificate, University of West Los Angeles School of Paralegal
Studies, 1991

Mediation Training: Dispute Resolution Program, City Attorney's Office, 40 hours, 1994
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
ADR Style: "I favor an open collaborative discussion by each party to identify the areas of agreement

and disagreement, and possible solutions, and caucus to help the parties evaluate
alternatives.  I encourage incremental solutions."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

LUCILLE C. FONTAINE, ESQ.
P. O. Box 9051
Marina del Rey, California  90295

Phone: (310) 821-2461
Fax: (310) 827-5528
E-mail: —

Occupation: Attorney; Certified Mediator
Education: A.A., Vernon Court

B.A., Chapman College
J.D., University of West Los Angeles, 1979

Mediation Training: Mediation Certificate Program, Harvard Law School, 100 hours
Dispute Resolution Services Mediation Program, Los Angeles County Bar Association

ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
ADR Style: "My approach to mediation is collaborative incorporating the method of caucusing to

assist the parties with the process to arrive at a resolutions."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara
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MERRILL R. FRANCIS, ESQ.
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton
333 South Hope Street, 48th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 617-4110
Fax: (213) 620-1398
E-mail: mfrancis@sheppardmullin.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Pomona College, 1954

J.D., Stanford University, 1959
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer to first meet with all parties and then to caucus separately with each party.

Collaborative mediation is preferred; however, if a party is way off base I will inject some
evaluation.  Parties need to understand and commit to a non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion and compromise."

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Matter Involving Largest Amount of Money Which Settled (3-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

ALAN H. FRIEDENTHAL, ESQ.
4614 Vesper
Sherman Oaks, California  91403

Phone: (818) 784-3957
Fax: (818) 784-3957
E-mail: AHFBroadway@yahoo.com

Occupation: Attorney
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,

Ventura
Information not submitted.

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division

BERNARD J. FRIMOND, ESQ.
Law Offices of Bernard J. Frimond
1 Park Plaza, Suite 1250
Irvine, California  92614

Phone: (949) 852-1535
Fax: (949) 852-1537
E-mail: frimondlaw@sbcglobal.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of Florida, 1970

J.D., Western State University College of Law, 1979
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "My role is to facilitate the successful outcome of the parties' commitment to resolving

their dispute.  I use a collaborative approach with caucus if the parties agree to the use
of a caucus."

Foreign Languages(s): French
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino
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CAROLINE C. GALANTY, ESQ.
Bank of America Legal Department
Mail Code: CA9-193-24-01
333 South Hope Street, 24th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 621-8710
Fax: (213) 621-8757
E-mail: caroline.x.galanty@bankofamerica.com

Occupation: Assistant General Counsel (Commercial Credit, Problem Loan, Workout)
Education: B.A., Oberlin College, 1978

J.D., Martin Luther King School of Law, University of California, Davis, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
CMI Concord Group, Conflict Resolution Skills Training, 16 hours, 2001

ADR Memberships: Association for Conflict Resolution
ADR Style: "I tailor my approach to the needs of the parties.  Although my mediation style generally

can be characterized as collaborative/facilitative, I am not adverse to using a more
directive and/or evaluative approach when circumstances warrant."

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (7-way tie)
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Northern Division (2-way tie)
1996-1997 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Northern Division (6-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

PEARL M. GEORGEN
Mediation Offices of Pearl M. Georgen
499 North Canon Drive, 4th Floor
Beverly Hills, California  90210

Phone: (310) 325-3633
Fax: (310) 325-3696
E-mail: pmgeorgen@aol.com

Occupation: Professional Mediator
Education: El Camino Junior College, 1970

California State University, Long Beach, 1972
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Los Angeles County Bar Association, 40 hours
The Mediation Institute, 25 hours

ADR Membership: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
Society for Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus-included approach with a focus on collaboration.  I tend to try to guide
by asking questions to encourage people to resolve their disputes outside of the litigated
arena.  I will take as much time as the participants need to resolve the dispute as long
as there is an intent to resolve."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, Ventura
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DAVID A. GILL, ESQ.
Danning, Gill, Diamond & Kollitz, LLP
2029 Century Park East, 3rd Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 277-0077
Fax: (310) 277-5735
E-mail: dgill@dgdk.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1958

J.D., Stanford University, 1961
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)
ADR Style: "Caucus/collaborative preferred.  Inevitably the nature of bankruptcy disputes pushes into

the evaluative mode in part."
Mediation Award(s): 2000-2001 Longest Mediation Conference Which Settled

1998-1999 Longest Mediation Conference Which Settled
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura

BARRY S. GLASER, ESQ.
Miller & Holguin
1801 Century Park East, 7th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 556-1990
Fax: (310) 556-1892
E-mail: BGlaser@millerholguin.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: Preparatory education, University of Copenhagen, Denmark

B.A., California State University, Northridge, 1970
University of Kent, Canterbury, England, and Southwestern University School of Law
Associate Professor of Law, Northrop School of Law, 1976-77

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I prefer that I caucus with each side.  I also attempt to be a facilitative mediator."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

HERMAN L. GLATT, ESQ.
Stutman, Treister & Glatt
1901 Avenue of the Stars, 12th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 228-5615
Fax: (310) 228-5788
E-mail: HGlatt@stutman.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1950

L.L.D., Harvard Law School, 1953
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

35 hours, 2003-2004
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)
ADR Style: “While new to mediation, per my experience with people in controversy and my reaction

to the mediation training I’ve received, assuming the parties’ commitment to the process,
I prefer, but am not wedded to, facilitating their path to a collaborative solution through
face to face contact, or caucus, when needed.  If a joint resolution of the problem needs
a push, I will be directive in a balanced and hopefully, subtle way.”

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, Santa Barbara, San Bernardino, Ventura
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JEFFREY I. GOLDEN, ESQ.
Albert, Weiland & Golden
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 950
Costa Mesa, California  92626

Phone: (714) 966-1000
Fax: (714) 966-1002
E-mail: jgolden@awglawyers.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, San Diego, 1984

J.D., University of Southern California School of Law, 1987
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Flexible approach."
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

LEONARD A. GOLDMAN, ESQ.
Leonard A. Goldman & Associates
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1800
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 277-7171
Fax: (310) 277-1547
E-mail: lagoldman@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Stanford University, 1951

J.D., Stanford University, 1955
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)

National Panel of Arbitrators
ADR Style: "Evaluative at first with a caucus approach.  Then, I believe facilitative resolution of the

dispute would be helpful."
Mediation Award(s): 1996-1997 Shortest Mediation Conference Which Settled
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

DAVID GOULD, ESQ.
McDermott, Will & Emery
2049 Century Park East, Suite 3400
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 277-4110
Fax: (310) 277-4730
E-mail: dgould@mwe.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1962

L.L.B., University of California School of Law (Boalt Hall), 1965
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Evaluative/facilitative."
Mediation Award(s): 1996-1997 Matter Involving the Largest Amount of Money Which Settled
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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JOHN A. GRAHAM, ESQ.
Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Marmaro LLP
1900 Avenue of the Stars, 7th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 201-3523
Fax: (310) 712-8523
E-mail: jag@jmbm.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Pennsylvania State University, 1972

J.D., University of San Diego School of Law, 1976
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I do not have a fixed approach to mediation.  Some cases need a heavy dose of

caucusing, while others lend themselves to a collaborative approach.  In some cases, the
parties will not settle until they receive an evaluative assessment of their claims."

Mediation Award(s): 1996-1997 Longest Mediation Conference
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura

KAREN L. GRANT, ESQ.
Grant & Hurlbett
205 East Figueroa Street
Santa Barbara, California  93101

Phone: (805) 962-4413
Fax: (805) 568-1641
E-mail: kgrant@silcom.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara, 1979

J.D., Southern California Institute of Law, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of process, with the parties coming together to discuss the various

proposals on the table and then separately meeting with me when it appears appropriate.
My approach is collaborative and is designed to help facilitate the settlement discussions
between the parties rather than impose my idea of what that settlement should be."

Mediation Award(s): 1996-1997 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations (6-way tie)
Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Santa Barbara

RALPH S. GREER, ESQ.
2493 East Colorado Boulevard
Pasadena, California  91107

Phone: (626) 405-2353
Fax: (626) 405-9152
E-mail: rsgreer@pacbell.net

Occupation: Attorney
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

Information not submitted.
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LEONARD L. GUMPORT, ESQ.
Gumport, Reitman & Montgomery
550 South Hope Street, Suite 825
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 452-4900
Fax: (213) 623-3302
E-mail: lenny@grmatty.com

Occupation: Attorney (Business/Bankruptcy Litigation); Trustee and Examiner
Education: B.A., Yale University, 1972

J.D., Columbia University, 1977
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I use caucuses and a collaborative approach.  I do not provide evaluations except when

it appears helpful to do so."
Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District (3-way tie)

Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles Division (3-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

BRIAN L. GWARTZ, M.D.
210 South Grand Avenue, Suite 315
Glendora, California  91741

Phone: (626) 857-7400
Fax: (626) 857-7404
E-mail: —

Occupation: Physician
Education: B.S., University of California, Los Angeles, 1973

M.D., University of Rockford, Illinois, 1981
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I use caucus/no caucus, directive/collaborative, evaluative/facilitative depending on the

personalities of the involved parties."
Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura

RAYMOND W. HACKBARTH, JR., ESQ.
Law Offices of Raymond W. Hackbarth, Jr.
19800 MacArthur Boulevard, Suite 1100
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 833-2100
Fax: (949) 833-2105
E-mail: —

Occupation: Attorney; General Contractor; Real Estate Broker; Property Manager; Real Estate
/Developer

Education: B.A., Allegheny College, Meadville, Pennsylvania, 1969
J.D., Syracuse University College of Law, New York, 1974

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Caucus, collaborative, facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Orange
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WILLIAM B. HACKETT
2502 Orella Street, Apt. A
Santa Barbara, California  93105

Phone: (805) 898-0502
Fax: (805) 687-0082
E-mail: center@rain.org

Occupation: President, The Center for the Study of Social Structures; Sociologist; Retired Real
Estate Broker/Investor

Education: B.A., University of Cincinnati, 1951
University of Rochester, New York
Emerson College, Boston, Massachusetts
L.S.A.F.I.
University of California, Santa Barbara
California Law Institute
Pepperdine

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I find my best success is in relaxed discussion of causes, differences and numerous
alternatives.  Keep talking, discussing, exploring.  Help clients find their own solutions."

Authorized Counties: Santa Barbara, Ventura

EARLE HAGEN, ESQ.
Hagen & Hagen
17525 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 201
Encino, California  91316

Phone: (818) 501-6161
Fax: (818) 907-6722
E-mail: hagenlaw@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.S., University of California, Los Angeles, 1950

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law, 1962
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Past President of Bankruptcy Forum

Financial Lawyers
Commercial Law League

ADR Style: "I tend to use a caucus type of program wherein the parties to the dispute get to give their
version, in addition to the version by the attorneys.  This method gives the parties a
sense of input toward their settlement."

Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles Division
Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division

2001-2002 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations, Central District
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Los Angeles Division
1999-2000 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations, Central District
1998-1999 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District

Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations, Central District
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Los Angeles Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Northern Division
1997-1998 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
San Fernando Valley Division

1996-1997 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Los Angeles Division (4-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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GEORGE HANOVER, ESQ.
73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 100
Palm Desert, California  92260

Phone: (760) 862-1982
Fax: (760) 776-6555
E-mail: hanlaw@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: L.L.B., University of Southern California, 1965
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer collaborative caucus approach."
Mediation Award(s): 1996-1997 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Riverside Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Riverside Division

Authorized Counties: Riverside

DANIEL W. HARROW
D. W. Harrow & Associates
2312 Janet Lee Drive
La Crescenta, California  91214

Phone: (818) 249-2271
Fax: (818) 249-4249
E-mail: harrowd@pacbell.net

Occupation: Financial Advisor
Education: B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara, 1974
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Whatever is most comfortable for the parties involved."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Ventura

JAMES A. HAYES, JR., ESQ.
Ashworth, Hayes & Moran
28202 Cabot Road, Suite 100
Laguna Niguel, California  92677

Phone: (949) 347-7900, ext. 23
Fax: (949) 347-7911
E-mail: jhayes@ahm-ca.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Corporate)
Education: B.A., University of California, Irvine, 1975

J.D., Western State University, 1992
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1998
ADR Style: "I prefer the caucus approach."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange
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M. JONATHAN HAYES, ESQ.
Law Offices of M. Jonathan Hayes
21800 Oxnard Boulevard, Suite 840
Woodland Hills, California  91436

Phone: (818) 710-3656
Fax: (818) 710-3659
E-Mail jhayes@polarisnet.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Loyola University, Accounting, 1971

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1976
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties

in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Mediation Award(s): 2000-2001 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District
Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Los Angeles Division
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura

WILLARD D. HORWICH, ESQ.
9401 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 500
Beverly Hills, California  90212

Phone: (310) 860-1744
Fax: (310) 860-1746
E-mail: horwich@pacbell.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., University of California, Los Angeles, 1950

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1958
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties

in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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BARBARA B. HOWARD
Mediation & Change Management
P. O. Box 2926
Laguna Hills, California  92654

Phone: (949) 588-6784
Fax: (949) 588-6784
E-mail: bbhplus@net-star.net

Occupation: Mediator, Facilitator, Trainer and Conflict Management Systems Designer
Education: B.S., University of Redlands, Business & Management

M.S., California State University, Dominguez Hills, Behavioral Science:  Conflict
Management

Certified Mediator, State Department of Consumer Affairs Guidelines as stipulated by
California Dispute Resolution Programs Act, Victim Offender Mediation Program,
Orange

Certified Human Resources Manager, University of California, Irvine, extension program
Certified Housing Consultant, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Licensed Realtor, State of California

Mediation Training: Victim-Offender Reconciliation Program Training, under State of California, Department
of Consumer Affairs Guidelines, 1990, 24 hours

Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University College of Law,
Mediation, 1992, 6 hours

Mediation: It's Time YOU Knew, Anaheim, CA, 1994, 6 hours
Observation of Court-Connected Mediation, 1994, 3 hours
Continuing Education in Real Estate, California Community Colleges
Chancellor's Office Real Estate Education 1995, 45 CE hours
Managing a Workforce in 1995, presented by California Labor Law Letter, 6 hours
Legal Update, National Human Resources Association, Irvine, 1996, 6 hours
Victim-Offender Mediation Association, University of Winnipeg, Canada and

University of California, Irvine, 46 hours
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)

Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)
Victim-Offender Mediation Association
California Dispute Resolution Council
National Human Resources Association
The Gerontology Society of America

ADR Style: "Approach depends on the parties and situation.  Generally prefer to caucus, collaborate
and facilitate to resolution.  Some other approaches include negotiating agreement on
commitment, interests, and fair procedures; focusing on issues by requesting parties to
research for objective criteria; and brainstorming for additional options."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura
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ALLAN H. ICKOWITZ, ESQ.
Nossaman, Guthner, Knox & Elliott
445 South Figueroa Street, 31st Floor
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 612-7849
Fax: (213) 612-7801
E-mail: aickowitz@nossaman.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Columbia College, 1972

J.D., Columbia University, 1975
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I have a flexible approach to the mediation process.  Although I am inclined to facilitate

and encourage the parties' efforts toward settlement, including the use of caucuses to
determine what the parties' objectives (economic and otherwise) are in the case, I believe
there are situations in which more direction and appraisal of the parties' positions is
appropriate."

Foreign Language(s): Yiddish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Ventura

ERIC P. ISRAEL, ESQ.
Danning, Gill, Diamond & Kollitz, LLP
2029 Century Park East, 3rd Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 277-0077
Fax: (310) 277-5735
E-mail: eisrael@dgdk.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, Economics, 1981

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law, with honors, 1987
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Southwestern University Law Review

Financial Lawyers Conference
Los Angeles and Orange County Bankruptcy Forums
Bankruptcy Study Group and the Century City
Los Angeles County and American Bar Associations
Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

ADR Style: "I try to maintain a flexible and creative approach to the mediation process to best suit
the issues and the disposition thereof and background of the parties."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

ROBBIN L. ITKIN, ESQ.
Kirkland & Ellis
777 South Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 680-8400
Fax: (213) 680-8500
E-mail: robbin_itkin@kirkland.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, magna cum laude, 1981

J.D., University of Southern California Law School, 1984
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I tend to be more facilitative, using caucus when necessary.  I try not to be evaluative,

but more collaborative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura



U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Central District of California 40 October 2004

ANN K. JACOBUS, ESQ.
Irmas, Gold & Company
16830 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 364
Encino, California  91436

Phone: (818) 382-3313
Fax: (818) 382-3315
E-mail: annjacobus@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura

Information not submitted.

PAMELA Z. KARGER, ESQ.
28241 Crown Valley Parkway
Suite F-PMB 610
Laguna Niguel, California  92677

Phone: (949) 388-1330
Fax: (949) 364-2025
E-Mail: kargerlaw@yahoo.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.S., Indiana University, 1975

J.D., South Texas College of Law, 1986
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I view effective mediation as a collaborative process which may require the parties to

engage in substantial discussion to reach the underlying issues in the case.  To that end,
I include caucuses in mediation.  I see my role in those caucuses as primarily the
facilitator.  When necessary to the progress of the mediation or when requested by one
or both parties,  I will take a directive and/or evaluative approach to the mediation."

Mediation Award(s): 1998-1999 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division (2-way tie)
1997-1996 Shortest Mediation Conference Which Settled (2-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

HERBERT KATZ, ESQ.
U. S. Bankruptcy Judge (Retired)
Olympic Plaza
11500 Olympic Boulevard
Los Angeles, California  90064

Phone: (310) 312-4533
Fax: (310) 312-4534
E-mail: hkatz@klmvlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., San Diego State University, 1954

J.D., University of San Diego School of Law, 1962
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Association of Attorney Mediators, 16 hours

ADR Memberships: Association of Attorney Mediators (AAA)
Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

ADR Style: "Caucus and Directive/Collaborative."
Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District (3-way tie)

1998-1999 Mediation Conference with the Most Parties
1996-1997 Longest Mediation Conference Which Settled

Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District
Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Los Angeles Division (4-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino
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D. BARRY KHAN, ESQ., C.P.A.
21515 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 1125
Torrance, California  90503

Phone: (310) 944-3332
Fax: (310) 944-3336
E-mail: jbkhan@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney (Litigation and Trial)
Education: B.S., University of Southern California, Accounting, 1987

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1994
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus/collaborative/facilitative.  In this process, I assist in focusing together on a

resolution of their differences."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura

KELLY MCINTYRE KNIGHT, ESQ.
Hatch & Parent
21 East Carrillo Street
Santa Barbara, California  93101

Phone: (805) 882-1439
Fax: (805) 965-4333
E-mail: Kknight@Hatchparent.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., Bucknell University, 1985

J.D., University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law, 1988
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University of School of Law,

40 hours, 1998
Community Mediation Program, supervised mediations, certificate pending, Jeanie

Class and Judith Rubenstein, J.D., 40 hours
Attorney-Mediators Institute, Dallas, Texas, basic training course, Attorneys only,

Donald Hawbaker, J.D., 40 hours, 1997
Conflict Management Institute, Santa Barbara, basic training course, Judith

Rubenstein, J.D., 30 hours, 1997
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association
ADR Style: "While I prefer a facilitative, collaborative approach to mediation, I am comfortable being

more directive, if necessary.  I prefer to keep the parties together as long as discussions
are productive and use private caucuses where necessary to facilitate the negotiation
process.  My goal is to provide the parties with the best opportunity to reach a negotiated
agreement, and my approach varies depending on the needs of the parties and the goals
of the mediation."

Authorized Counties: Santa Barbara, Ventura

MICHAEL S. KOGAN, ESQ.
Ervin, Cohen & Jessup
9401 Wilshire Boulevard, 9th Floor
Beverly Hills, California  90212

Phone: (310) 273-6333
Fax: (213) 859-2325
E-mail: mkogan@ecjlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Colgate University, University of Denver

M.B.A., Colgate University, University of Denver
J.D., Southwestern University
L.L.M., New York University

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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SANDRA E. KOHN, ESQ.
Mediation Office of Sandra E. Kohn
418 South McCadden Place
Los Angeles, California  90020

Phone: (323) 935-9943
Fax: (323) 935-9943
E-mail: skohn2@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney and Mediator.  "I have worked as an attorney in general practice (i.e., litigation,
real estate, family) for 25 years.  I have also acted as a mediator, primarily family, for 10
years."

Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1963
J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1966

Mediation Training: Joel Edelman, 16 hours, 1987
San Diego Dispute Resolution Center, 25 hours, 1995
Continuing Education - Bankruptcy Law and Practice

ADR Memberships: Academy of Family Mediators
Beverly Hills Bar Association, Alternative Dispute Resolution Section
California State Bar, Family ADR Committee South

ADR Style: "Preference for parties in same room and caucus when needed.  Collaborative, but will
take active role in suggesting creative options for solutions.  Philosophy:  getting past
positions to parties’ basic interests and concerns; then creating options that satisfy
concerns of all parties."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

DANIEL D. KOPMAN, ESQ., C.P.A.
Kopman & Levy LLP
10 Universal City Plaza, Suite 2000
Universal City, California  91608

Phone: (818) 763-9283
Fax: (818) 763-9287
E-mail: ddk@kopmanlevy.com

Occupation: Attorney and CPA
Education: B.A., University of Southern California, 1985

J.D., Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, 1992
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

42 hours
Pepperdine-Straus, Advanced USDC Mediation Training, 2003
Pepperdine-Straus, Advanced USDC Mediation Training, 2004
National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD)
Arbitrator Panel Training, 16 hours
Chairperson Training

ADR Memberships: National Association of Securities Dealers
Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

ADR Style: "My approach to mediation is flexible.  I believe more tools allows for greater creativity
and resolution of a broader variety of disputes.  I employ either an evaluative or
facilitative approach, or a combination thereof, depending upon a variety of factors, not
the least of which is the disposition and strategies of the parties and their counsel.  I use
both directive and collaborative approaches, or a combination thereof, within a particular
mediation.”

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (7-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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WENETA M. A. KOSMALA, ESQ.
Law Offices of Weneta M. A. Kosmala
P. O. Box 16279
Irvine, California  92623

Phone: (714) 540-3600
Fax: (714) 708-0666
E-mail: wkosmala@kosmalalaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy); Chapter 7 Trustee (Orange County)
Education: B.A., University of Akron, Psychology, magna cum laude, 1981

J.D., Indiana University School of Law, 1984
C.P.A., Louisiana State University, 1986; Licensed C.P.A., 1992

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I take the evaluative/facilitative approach to mediation, because it takes the parties’
position into account and, then focuses on the parties’ realistic offers to attain a non-
litigation resolution of the dispute."

Foreign Language(s): German, Polish
Authorized Counties: Orange

GERALD A. KURLAND, ESQ.
JAMS
3340 Ocean Park Boulevard, Suite 1050
Santa Monica, California  90405

Phone: (310) 392-3044
Fax: (310) 396-7576

E-mail: —

Occupation: Mediator and Arbitrator
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1980

J.D., University of California School of Law (Boalt Hall), 1983
Mediation Training: U.S. Department of Justice, Key Bridge Foundation Training for Professional

Mediators for Americans with Disabilities Act Complaints, 7.5 hours, 1995
JAMS/Endispute Advanced Mediation Training, 16 hours, 1994
American Arbitration Association Mediation Training, 17.5 hours, 1993
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

 Advanced Negotiation Training, 6.5 hours, 1993
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

Mediation and Effective Negotiation Skills, 16 hours, 1992
The Mediation Center, Orange County, Mediation Training, 23 hours, 1992
Los Angeles County Bar Association, Dispute Resolution Services, 30 hours, 1992
Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolutions, Annual Conference Seminar,14 hours,

1992
Southern California Mediation Association, 10 hours, 1992-94
American Arbitration Association, Advanced Arbitration, 6.5 hours, 1992
American Arbitration Association, Chairing the Hearing, 3 hours, 1992
American Arbitration Association, International Symposium on Dispute Resolution, 9.5

hours, 1992
Orange County Superior Court Judge Pro Tem and Civil Arbitration, 3 hours, 1992
Los Angeles Municipal Court Judge Pro Tem Training, 3 hours, 1992
American Arbitration Association, Commercial and Construction Arbitration Training,

6 hours, 1992
ADR Memberships: Society for Professionals in Dispute Resolutions (SPIDR)

Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
Los Angeles County Bar Association, ADR Section

ADR Style: "Combination of facilitative and evaluative (evaluative if necessary to break impasse); I
use caucusing frequently; I am very organized - most of my caseload consists of complex
multi-party cases."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Louis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura
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SALLY FRANCES KURTZ, ESQ.
2021 East 4th Street, Suite 204
Santa Ana, California  92705

Phone: (714) 542-6292
Fax: (714) 542-1296
E-mail: sallymediatelaw@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney; Mediator, family law and personal bankruptcy
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles

J.D., Western State University, College of Law, Fullerton
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
The Mediation Center, Basic Mediation Training, 25 hours, 1993
Victim Offender Reconciliation Program, 1993

ADR Style: "I prefer to help the parties find out what they really want to read between the lines and
have a win-win outcome.  My methods vary depending on the personality, temperament
and needs of the parties."

Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside

LYNN L. LAMANNA, ESQ.
1224 Cortez Drive
Glendale, California  91207

Phone: (323) 960-3337
Fax: (323) 960-3339
E-mail: lynn@lamanna.com

Occupation: Attorney (Civil Litigation)
Education: B.A., Miami University of Ohio, 1978

J.D., Ohio State University College of Law, 1981
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

42 hours, 1997
Los Angeles County Bar Association, Dispute Resolution Services, “Civil and

Workplace Mediation”, 16 hours, 1996
Mediation and Effectiveness Training Institute, United States Bankruptcy Court, Southern

District of New York, “Mediation Skills Training Course,” 26 hours, 1996
ADR Memberships: Certified Mediator, United States Bankruptcy Court, Southern District of New York

Mediator/Arbitrator, Los Angeles Superior Court
National Panel of Consumer Arbitrators (Better Business Bureau)
California State Panel of Consumer Arbitrators (Better Business Bureau)
Arbitrator, National Association of Securities Dealers (NASD)
Arbitrator, Pacific Stock Exchange
Arbitrator, State Bar of California

ADR Style: "I strongly favor the use of the caucus in mediation and prefer a collaborative approach
to settling disputes.  I view my role as that of a facilitator for the parties.  That being said,
I would certainly provide an evaluation of a given case provided it was within my area of
expertise and provided it was necessary to break a deadlock in settlement negotiations.
Likewise, where the parties are having difficulties working out their own settlement, I
would certainly a take more directive approach."

Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,

Ventura
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DANIEL C. LANGSTON
Cohen, Scott & St. Clair
P. O. Box 91416
Los Angeles, California  90009

Phone: (310) 672-4433
Fax: —
E-mail: Daniellang@yahoo.com

Occupation: Mediator/Business Consultant
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1969

M.B.A., University of California, Anderson School of Management, 1971
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association, 30 hours, 2001
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association
ADR Style: "I use a caucus approach that allows for both disputants to participate rather than an

evaluative means.  This allow parties to present their side of the story in a caucus
session to gain a better understanding of each other strength and weakness of the case."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura

ALLAN P. LEGUAY, ESQ.
Law Offices of Allan P. Leguay
3501 Jamboree Road, Suite 6000
Newport Beach, California  92660

Phone: (949) 725-7992
Fax: (949) 725-7994
E-mail: leguay@leguaylaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Berkeley, 1972

J.D., George Washington University, 1976
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I generally use a caucus type of program which is integrative in nature.  This means I

try to go beyond simply splitting the pie to focusing on interests, not just positions, and
expanding the pie to divide."

Authorized Counties: Orange
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JUNE LEHRMAN, ESQ.
P. O. Box 3000
Culver City, California  90231

Phone: (310) 838-3840
Fax: (310) 838-3801
E-mail: jlehrman@jamsadr.com

Occupation: Attorney (Mediator and Arbitrator)
Education: B.A., Yale University, 1980

J.D., University of Michigan, 1985
Mediation Training: Claremont Dispute Resolution Center, 1990

Los Angeles County Bar Association, Dispute Resolution Services (DRS)
County of Los Angeles Dispute Settlement Service (DSS), Community Mediation

Program
Office of the Los Angeles City Attorney, Dispute Resolution Program, 1990
University of California, Los Angeles Ombudsman’s Office Campus Mediation Service,

 1989
Center for Dispute Resolution, 25 hours, 1989-90

ADR Memberships: Society for Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)
Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA), charter member
American Bar Association, Litigation Section, Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee,

Newsletter Editor, 1993
Los Angeles County Bar Association, Alternative Dispute Resolution Section,

Executive Committee, 1993-1996; Program Committee Co-Chair, 1993-94,
Courts Committee Co-Chair, 1995

 Los Angeles County Bar Association, Chair, Client-Attorney Mediation Program
Committee, 1995-96

Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA), Director, 1995-97, Chair,
Conference & Courts Committee, 1995-97

ADR Style: "Collaborative and facilitative, with evaluative approaches utilized as necessary.  Usually
will caucus."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura

JANET SHAPIRO LEVITT, ESQ.
The Shapiro Law Firm
Gale-Wilshire Building
212 South Gale Drive
Beverly Hills, California  90211

Phone: (323) 852-0333
Fax: (323) 852-0336
E-mail: shapirofrm@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1979

M.A., The University of Chicago, 1980
J.D., DePaul University, 1984

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
42 hours, 2000

ADR Membership: Panel Mediator, Los Angeles Superior Court
ADR Style: "Determined on a case-by-case basis."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara
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MICHAEL B. LUBIC, ESQ.
Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal
601 South Figueroa Street, Suite 1500
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 623-9300
Fax: (213) 623-9924
E-mail: mlubic@sonnenschein.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.S., Yale University (Chemistry/Economics), 1981

M.A., Yale University (Economics), 1981
B.A., University of Chicago (Finance/Production Management), 1985
J.D., University of Chicago, 1985

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1998

Orange County Bankruptcy Forum, 3 hours, 1996
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

WILLIAM G. MALCOLM, ESQ.
Malcolm & Cisneros
2112 Business Center Drive, 2nd Floor
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 252-9400
Fax: (949) 252-1032
E-mail: bill@mclaw.org

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Santa Clara University, Finance, 1982

J.D., Santa Clara University, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
ADR Style: "My approach is to resolve the dispute as efficiently as possible.  The process I use

depends on the nature of the dispute and the personalities of the players."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

T. EDWARD MALPASS, ESQ.
Law Offices of T. Edward Malpass
3333 Michelson Drive, Suite 825
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 553-2000
Fax: (949) 553-1110
E-mail: Temalpass@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of Colorado at Boulder, 1974

J.D., University of Colorado at Boulder, 1977
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "The Mediation Process should be tailored to the matters at issue, the parties and the

time available.  My experience with bankruptcy settlements and mediations is that an
initial discussion to pinpoint issues followed by an exchange of proposals often results
in an efficient resolution."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange
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JOSEPH C. MARKOWITZ, ESQ.
Law Offices of Joseph C. Markowitz
811 West 7th Street, Suite 1100
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 437-1720
Fax: (213) 437-1721
E-mail: joemarkowitz@fineartlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy/Litigation)
Education: B.A., Columbia University, 1976

J.D., University of Chicago, 1979
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
ADR Style: None listed.
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura

RICHARD A. MARSHACK, ESQ.
Marshack, Shulman, Hodges & Bastian
26632 Towne Centre Drive, Suite 300
Foothill Ranch, California  92610

Phone: (949) 340-3400
Fax: (949) 340-3000
E-mail: rmarshack@mshblaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Irvine, 1979

J.D., California Western School of Law, magna cum laude,1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: None listed.
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

ELMER DEAN MARTIN III, ESQ.
P. O. Box 4670
Diamond Bar, California  91765

Phone: (909) 861-6700
Fax: (909) 860-3801
E-mail: edmiii@worldnet.att.net

Occupation: Attorney (Tax and Bankruptcy law. Practice limited to federal courts.)
Education: B.B.A., University of Notre Dame, 1965

J.D., University of Wisconsin Law School, 1968
L.L.M., New York University Graduate School of Law, Taxation, 1971

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Whatever it takes to convince litigants not to be stupid."
Mediation Award(s): 1996-1997 Mediation Conference with the Most Parties (2-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

ANDREW K. MAUTHE, ESQ.
30448 Rancho Viejo Road, Suite 120
San Juan Capistrano, California  92675

Phone: (949) 240-6288
Fax: (949) 240-7353
E-mail: mauthelaw@attglobal.net

Occupation: Attorney
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

Information not submitted.
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DENNIS E. MCGOLDRICK, ESQ.
Law Office of Dennis E. McGoldrick
350 South Crenshaw Boulevard, Suite A207B
Torrance, California  90503

Phone: (310) 328-1001
Fax: (310) 328-0332
E-mail: demcg@demcg.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., California State University, Long Beach, 1974

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1980
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus, collaborative, facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

DAVID W. MEADOWS, ESQ.
Law Office of David W. Meadows
211 South Beverly Drive, Suite 104
Beverly Hills, California  90212

Phone: (310) 859-9518
Fax: (310) 859-9519
E-mail: davidmeadows@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy) and Mediator (Commercial; Workplace)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1980

Diploma in Philosophy, University of St. Andrews, Scotland, 1981
J.D., Loyola Law School, 1988

Mediation Training: Basic Mediation Training Program, Dispute Resolution Services Program of the
Los Angeles County Bar Association, 30 hours, 1998

Civil and Workplace Mediation Training program, Dispute Resolution Services
Program of the Los Angeles County Bar Association, 16 hours, 1988

ADR Style: "Combination facilitative and evaluative.  The case law and the facts count, and should
be the basis for finding a global, cost-effective solution satisfactory to all parties.
Attorneys and clients who work with me generally find that I am helpful in identifying the
key issues and finding useful, cost-effective solutions."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura

RICHARD MEDNICK, ESQ.
201 Ocean Avenue #1709P
Santa Monica, California  90402

Phone: (310) 395-8868
Fax: —
E-mail: richardm@uclalumni.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1954

M.S., University of Southern California, Education, 1955
J.D., Loyola Law School, 1966

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
90 hours, 1994, 1995

Bankruptcy Bench, Central District of California (retired U.S. Bankruptcy Judge),
10 years

ADR Memberships: Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Service, JAMS
ADR Style: "Although I have used the caucus/no caucus, directive/collaborative,

evaluative/facilitative processes, I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative
rather than evaluative.  Parties in this process need to understand and commit to the
non-litigated resolution of their differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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CAROL J. MEDOF, ESQ.
15900 Woodvale Road
Encino, California  91436

Phone: (818) 905-8452
Fax: —
Email: carol@lafn.org

Occupation: Attorney/Mediator
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law
Mediation Training: Extensive Mediation; Alternative Dispute Resolution and Update training with the State

Bar of California and the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office Temporary Judge Program,
Los Angeles Superior Court

Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office Training Course in mediation and alternative
dispute resolution, 40 hours, 2000

State Bar of California, 9 hours, 1999
ADR Memberships: Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Service, JAMS

Southern California Mediation Association
ACR International (Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution)

ADR Style: "My mediation style is transformational with the focus on reducing conflict and repairing
relationships.  My style is flexible and adaptive as the individual situations require, and
I can perform evaluative mediation techniques."

Foreign Language(s): French, Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura

ROBERT A. MERRING, ESQ.
1300 Park Newport, Suite 217
Newport Beach, California  92660

Phone: (949) 721-9223
Fax: (949) 721-0603
E-mail: clawyer@attglobal.net

Occupation: Attorney (Business and Commercial Litigation, Intellectual Property, Unfair
Competition, Real Estate and Bankruptcy)

Education: A.B., Stanford University, 1973
J.D., Columbia University, 1977

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
42 hours, 1995-96

ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)
ADR Style: "My mediation style tends to be fluid and varies on a case-to-case basis depending upon

what approaches I feel may best accomplish the ultimate objective of the parties reaching
a mutually satisfactory resolution of the dispute."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside

JULIA M. METZGER, ESQ.
McKinley & Capeloto
155 South El Molina Avenue, Suite 202
Pasadena, California  91101

Phone: (626)793-7788
Fax: (626)793-1013
E-mail: jmmetzer@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: A.B., University of Michigan, 1970

J.D., Ohio State University, 1977
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association, Dispute Resolution Services (DRS), 50 hours, 1993
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus approach which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  If there is an

issue (or issues) blocking resolution I will use a facilitative approach.  On a very limited
basis (as a last resort) I will use an evaluative approach."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside
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MARIO H. METZGER
P. O. Box 3083
Thousand Oaks, California  91360

Phone: (818) 991-8215
Fax: (818) 991-8215
E-mail: mhmmediate@aol.com

Occupation: Mediator/Arbitrator and Real Estate Developer/Manager
Education: A.A., East Los Angeles College, 1966

Law Clerk Certification, Stephenson Institute of Law, 1992
Mediation Training: Dispute Resolution Center of Ventura, 32 hours, 1994

Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement, 1993
ADR Memberships: Society for Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
Academy of Family Mediators

ADR Style: "A collaborative approach with liberal use of caucusing while de-emphasizing
litigiousness."

Foreign Language(s): Spanish, Portuguese
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura

KEITH MEYER, ESQ.
Attorney At Law
1280 Bison, Suite B9-623
Newport Beach, California  92660

Phone: (714) 393-2246
Fax: —
E-mail: keithmeyer06@hotmail.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Business Law)
Education: B.A., University of Omaha, Nebraska, 1968

J.D., Western State University, 1978
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer caucus program utilizing collaborative participation and facilitative interaction."
Authorized Counties: Orange

RONALD E. MICHELMAN, ESQ.
Michelman & Michelman, Inc.
17071 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 206
Encino, California  91316

Phone: (818) 906-7373
Fax: (818) 906-7237
E-mail: michelman@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of San Fernando Valley, 1970

J.D., University of La Verne, 1972
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer the utilization of all tools available to the mediator, whereby the parties and the

circumstances may dictate the best approach to cause a settlement of their dispute(s).
If the parties are committed to an open mind towards settlement, I believe the role of the
mediator is to act as a catalyst, whether facilitative or evaluative in nature, in assisting
the parties to come to an agreeable resolution."

Mediation Award(s): 2000-2001 Matter Involving the Largest Sum of Money Which Settled (2-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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JOEL S. MILIBAND, ESQ.
Rus, Miliband & Smith
2600 Michelson Drive, 7th Floor
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 752-7100
Fax: (949) 252-1514
E-mail: miliband@rmsapc.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Riverside, Political Science and Business Economics, with

honors, 1973
J.D., University of San Diego School of Law, magna cum laude, 1977

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Obtaining an early commitment from the participants to the forward-looking concept of
mediation and moving the resolution process in a positive direction by facilitating
negotiation by means of alternating private caucusing."

Authorized Counties: Orange

KENNETH MILLER, ESQ.
Rein, Evans & Sestanovich
1925 Century Park East, Suite 1600
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 551-3100
Fax: (310) 551-0238
E-mail: kmiller@resllp.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Commercial Law)
Education: B.A., University of California, San Diego, 1983

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1986
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "My approach to mediation is flexible depending on the needs and sophistication of the

parties.  However, all things being equal, I prefer a more collaborative and facilitative, as
opposed to evaluative, approach in order to allow the parties a greater opportunity to
discuss the dispute and reach a more comprehensive resolution."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

BYRON Z. MOLDO, ESQ.
Rein, Evans &  Sestanovich
1925 Century Park East, Suite 1600
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 551-3100
Fax: (310) 551-0238
E-mail: bmoldo@resllp.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1979

J.D., Southwestern University School of Law, 1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which, based on my own experience, is more effective.

I believe that the parties will be more receptive to this method of mediation, but recognize
that it is dependent upon their commitment."

Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles (3-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange



U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Central District of California 53 October 2004

DAVID G. MOORE, ESQ.
Reid & Hellyer
3880 Lemon Street, 5th Floor
P. O. Box 1300
Riverside, California  92501

Phone: (951) 682-1771
Fax: (951) 686-2415
E-mail: dmoore@rhlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Business and Real Estate Litigation)
Education: B.S., University of California, Berkeley, 1961

L.L.B., University of California, Hastings College of Law, 1964
Mediation Training: Riverside County Bar Association ADR Training

Settlement Now Dispute Resolution Seminar
Leo A. Deegan Inn of Court ADR Training

ADR Memberships: Riverside County Bar Association ADR Program
United States District Court ADR Program
United States Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California Mediation Program

ADR Style: "Caucus, etc., coupled with a collaborative approach over an extended period to all
avenues can be expected."

Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, United States Bankruptcy Court 
for the Central District of California, Riverside Division (2-way tie)

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations, United States
Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California, Riverside
Division (3-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Riverside, San Bernardino

JEAN MORRIS, ESQ.
Greenburg, Glusker, Fields, Claman, Machtinger & Kinsella
1900 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 2100
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 201-7463
Fax: (310) 553-0687
E-mail: morrisj@starband.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Providence College, magna cum laude, 1976

J.D., Boston University School of Law, 1979
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1998
ADR Style: "I would suggest a caucus structure which is collaborative but believe that the structure

may have to be different depending on the nature of the dispute and the relationship of
the parties."

Foreign Language(s): French
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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PAUL A. MOSES, ESQ.
Law Offices of Paul A. Moses
19100 Von Karman, Suite 400
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 851-9120
Fax: (949) 851-3834
E-mail: pamoses@pamoseslaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Business Litigation)
Education: A.B., Bowdoin College, 1970

J.D., New England School of Law, Boston, 1976
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Having been recognized by the Bankruptcy Court for settling the most cases in the

Santa Ana District in 1998-1999, and having settled the most cases in the Central District
for 2001-2001, I have found that an open-minded and flexible approach based on
impressions formed at an initial meeting with all parties present, has been the most
effective avenue for arriving at a consensus."

Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division (2-way tie)
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Santa Ana Division (3-way tie)
2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Santa Ana Division

2000-2001 Shortest Mediation Conference Which Settled
Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Central District
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Santa Ana Division
1998-1999 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division (2-way tie)

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Santa Ana Division (3-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

ROBERT P. MOSIER
3151 Airway Avenue, Suite A-1
Costa Mesa, California  92626

Phone: (714) 432-0800
Fax: (714) 432-7329
E-mail: —

Occupation: Trustee, Receiver, Interim Management
Education: B.S., Arizona State University, Business, 1971

M.S., American Graduate School of International Management, 1972
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
ADR Style: "Caucus/collaborative/facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino
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BENJAMIN NACHIMSON, ESQ.
The Law Offices of Benjamin Nachimson
1642 Westwood Boulevard, 3rd Floor
Los Angeles, California  90024

Phone: (310) 446-8220
Fax: (310) 475-7511
E-mail: bsn@nachimsonlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Yeshiva University, 1990

J.D., University of California, 1993
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association Dispute Resolution Services, (DRS), 30 hours, 2003
ADR Style: "I tailor my approach to the needs of the parties.  Although my mediation style generally

can be categorized as collaborative/facilitative, I am not adverse to using a more directive
and/or evaluative approach when circumstances warrant.

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura

ALAN I. NAHMIAS, ESQ.
Plotkin, Rapoport & Nahmias
16633 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 800
Encino, California  91436

Phone: (818) 906-1600 Ext. 212
Fax: (818) 907-9261
E-mail: anahmias@prnlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of Southern California, cum laude, 1983

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1986
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties

in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences which may take substantial discussion."

Mediation Award(s): 2002-2003 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division
(2-way tie)

2000-2001 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations, San Fernando

Valley Division
1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura

NICHOLAS S. NASSIF, ESQ.
Law Offices of Nicholas S. Nassif
3055 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 900
Los Angeles, California  90010

Phone: (213) 736-1899
Fax: (213) 386-1570
E-mail: nsnassif@pacbell.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, 1976

J.D., Drake Law School, Des Moines, Iowa, 1984
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus approach."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles
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DAVID L. NEALE, ESQ.
Levene, Neale, Bender, Rankin & Brill
1801 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1120
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 229-1234
Fax: (310) 229-1244
E-mail: dln@lnbrb.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Princeton, 1984

J.D., Columbia University School of Law, 1987
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law, 1996
ADR Style: "I generally favor a caucus style of mediation which is facilitative rather than strictly

evaluative.  I would prefer to assist the parties in their efforts to find workable solutions
to their problems instead of "directing" their negotiations.  This can be time-consuming,
but ultimately results in a more satisfying resolution (in my opinion)."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

MATTHEW A. NECO, ESQ.
Law & Mediation Office of Matthew A. Neco
12424 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1450
Los Angeles, California  90025

Phone: (310) 447-1777
Fax: (310) 207-2803
E-mail: mattneco@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., State University of New York at Albany, 1983

J.D., University of Wisconsin at Madison, 1986
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Beverly Hills Bar Association ADR Section
ADR Style: "I prefer caucus/collaborative/facilitative methodology where parties come to understand

the positions of each other in an attempt to reach a resolution, and I am comfortable with
more of an evaluative/directive approach as well."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura

DOUGLAS M. NEISTAT, ESQ.
Greenberg & Bass
16000 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1000
Encino, California  91436

Phone: (818) 382-6200
Fax: (818) 986-6534
E-mail: dneistat@greenbass.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., California State University, Northridge 1969

J.D., University of San Diego School of Law, 1972
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus, collaborative, facilitative (with a mild evaluative orientation)."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara
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RICHARD M. NEITER, ESQ.
Stutman, Treister & Glatt
1901 Avenue of the Stars, 12th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 228-5600
Fax: (310) 228-5788
E-mail: RNeiter@stutman.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., University of California, Los Angeles, 1959

J.D., University of Southern California Law School, 1962
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

Advanced Mediation Seminar, 3 days, 1997
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Depending on the parties and the nature of their dispute, I utilize caucusing, evaluative

and facilitative processes for conducting a mediation.  Some approaches work better than
others depending upon the parties, their personalities, their sophistication and the
complexity of the disagreements."

Mediation Award(s): 1996-1997 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Northern Division (6-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

MARGARET NORMAN, ESQ.
Law Offices of Margaret Norman
15342 Hawthorne Boulevard, Suite 401
Lawndale, California  90260

Phone: (310) 675-8888
Fax: (310) 675-4390
E-mail: marge@marge’slaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., Northern Illinois University, 1958

J.D., University of West Los Angeles, 1981
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I am also an arbitrator so I explain the mediation process and stress the differences and

how they play a major part in the process.  I use a caucus program and facilitate the
parties effort to arrive at a solution.  However, the process may vary depending on the
issues and parties involved."

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Matter Involving Largest Amount of Money Which Settled (3-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

GUY B. NUTTER, ESQ.
Steinberg, Nutter & Brent
501 Colorado Avenue, Suite 300
Santa Monica, California  90401

Phone: (310) 451-9714
Fax: (310) 451-0929
E-mail: —

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., State University of New York, Albany, 1969

J.D., University of Connecticut, 1972
M.A., University of Connecticut, 1974
L.L.M., Georgetown University, 1978

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1998

ADR Style: "I prefer the caucus type of program which is evaluative.  Participants in this process are
asked to set aside sufficient time for a caucus type of program which may involve
considerable and substantial discussion."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura



U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Central District of California 58 October 2004

C. KENAN OLDHAM, ESQ.
Conflict Resolution Services
19200 Von Karman Avenue, Suite 500
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 622-5539
Fax: —
E-mail: koldham@conflictservices.com

Occupation: Attorney (Civil litigation, Arbitration and Mediation)
Education: B.A., University of Texas at Austin, 1967

J.D., University of Texas School of Law, 1969
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Mediation Litigation, Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine

University School of Law, 36 hours
American Arbitration Association (AAA), 25 hours
American Association of Attorney-Mediators, 30 hours

ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)
Association of Attorney-Mediators (charter member and secretary of Southern

California chapter)
Panel member, Arbitration/mediation - Duke University Private Adjudication Center
Texas Association of Mediators

ADR Style: "My training and experience in mediating and settling cases has encompassed a wide
range of styles and techniques.  I provide the technique either requested or needed by
the parties in the individual case.  Generally, this is more caucus style, collaborative and
facilitative."

Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside

PENELOPE PARMES, ESQ.
Rutan & Tucker
611 Anton Boulevard, Suite 1400
Costa Mesa, California  92626

Phone: (714) 662-4626
Fax: (714) 546-9035
E-mail: pparmes@rutan.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: University of Denver

J.D., San Francisco Law School, 1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer to use caucuses in my mediation efforts.  The approach I take, whether

collaborative or valuative, depends on the problem at hand and the willingness of the
parties to commit to a non-litigated resolution.  I prefer to keep my approach flexible and
adjust how I handle the mediation based upon the needs of the parties."

Mediation Award(s): 1998-1999 Matter Involving the Largest Sum of Money
1997-1998 Matter Involving the Largest Sum of Money

Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Central District
Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division

1996-1997 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Santa Ana Division
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino
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GARY A. PLOTKIN, ESQ.
Plotkin, Rapoport & Nahmias
16633 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 800
Encino, California  91436

Phone: (818) 906-1600
Fax: (818) 907-9261
E-mail: gplotkin@prnlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.B.A., University of Michigan, 1960

L.L.B., Wayne State University, 1963
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution Advanced Mediation of the Pepperdine

University School of Law, 13 hours, 2004
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association (AAA)
ADR Style: "Directive/Collaborative/Aggressive Mediation."
Mediation Award(s): 1999-2000 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Los Angeles Division
1998-1999 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

San Fernando Valley Division (4-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura

THOMAS J. POLIS, ESQ.
Polis & Associates
19900 MacArthur Boulevard, Suite 960
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 862-0040
Fax: (949) 862-0041
E-mail: tjp@ap-law.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1982

J.D., University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law, 1995
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus/facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

JASON S. POMERANTZ, ESQ.
Pachulski, Stang, Ziehl, Young & Jones
10100 Santa Monica Boulevard, 11th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 277-6910
Fax: (310) 201-0760
E-mail: jspomerantz@pszyj.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1988

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1991
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1998
ADR Memberships: American Arbitration Association
ADR Style: "Caucus/facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura
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EDWIN J. RAMBUSKI, ESQ.
Law Offices of Edwin J. Rambuski
1220 Marsh Street
San Luis Obispo, California  93401

Phone: (805) 546-8284
Fax: (805) 546-8489
E-mail: rambuskilaw@sbcglobal.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Civil Litigation)
Education: B.A., State of New York, summa cum laude, 1980

J.D., University of California, Davis, Order of the Coif, 1983
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "A facilitative process for parties who are committed to mediation for a resolution.

Somewhat more evaluative where parties need encouragement to mediate."
Authorized Counties: San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara

CHRISTY B. REEHL, C.P.A. (RETIRED)
Squar, Milner, Reehl & Williamson
4100 Newport Place, 3rd Floor
Newport Beach, California  92660

Phone: (949) 222-2999
Fax: (949) 222-2989
E-mail: creehl@socal.rr.com

Occupation: Certified Public Accountant
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

Information not submitted.

JOHN P. REITMAN, ESQ.
Gumport, Reitman & Montgomery
550 South Hope Street, Suite 825
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 452-4900
Fax: (213) 623-3302
E-mail: john@grmatty.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Commercial Law)
Education: B.A., California State University, 1974

J.D., Loyola Law School, cum laude, 1977
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Arbitrator - Pacific Stock Exchange and Los Angeles County Superior Court
ADR Style: "I utilize a caucus and collaborative program.  I will provide evaluative views in caucus

if requested by a party.  Unless specifically requested to do so by all parties, I do not
share evaluative views.  I believe that for the process to succeed, the parties must be
committed to a non-judicial resolution and be willing to spend a substantial amount of
time in exploring alternative scenarios to resolve the dispute."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles
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DENIS W. RETOSKE, Sr., ESQ.
Attorney at Law
A Professional Law Corporation
1850 Capri Circle
Costa Mesa, California  92626

Phone: (714) 966-1866
Fax: (714) 966-1822
E-mail: dwrlawyer@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.B.A., University of Notre Dame, 1961

M.B.A., University of Pennsylvania, Wharton School, 1968
J.D., Western State University, 1981

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Caucus/evaluative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

JUDITH E. RUBENSTEIN, ESQ.
Mediation Office of Judith E. Rubenstein and Conflict Management Institute
2629 Montrose Place
Santa Barbara, California  93105

Phone: (805) 569-2747
Fax: (805) 569-1307
E-mail: jmediate@cox.net

Occupation: Mediator of Civil Cases since 1985
Education: B.A., University of Michigan, Phi Beta Kappa, 1964

J.D., Columbia University Law School, Law Review, 1972
Mediation Training: Dispute Resolution Services, Inc., 50 hours, 1983

Harvard Program on Negotiation, 1985
ADR Memberships: Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
National Association of Mediation in Education, Co-Chair, ADR Section, Santa Barbara

County Bar Association
ADR Style: "I meet with parties in a joint session first to establish a commitment to collaborative

process and then meet privately with parties in caucuses.  My style is facilitative, though
when necessary I will evaluate aspects of the case if the parties are seeking direction."

Mediation Award(s): 1998-1999 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division
1997-1998 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (2-way tie)

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Northern Division

Authorized Counties: Santa Barbara, Ventura
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JUDITH A. RUNYON, ESQ.
Law Office of Judith Runyon
4255 Main Street, Suite 2 & 3
Riverside, California  92501

Phone: (951) 782-7495
Fax: (951) 782-7497
E-mail: runyon@pe.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, San Diego, 1973

J.D., Thomas Jefferson Law School, 1977
M.S.L.S., University of Southern California, 1984

Mediation Training: University of California, Riverside, Family Law Mediation, 30 hours, 1997
University of California, Riverside, Mediation I, 30 hours, 1998

ADR Style: "My approach to mediation involves facilitative, collaborative and caucus.  Where one
party is in pro per I find that a caucus helps them feel less intimidated which promotes
a better atmosphere for settlement.”

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Shortest Mediation Conference Which Settled
Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Riverside Division
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Riverside Division
1999-2000 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Riverside Division (2-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

PAUL L. SCHECHTER, C.P.A.
311 North Robertson Boulevard, Suite 772
Beverly Hills, California  90211

Phone: (310) 274-8247
Fax: (310) 274-8247
E-Mail: ivlo@sprynet.com

Occupation: Certified Public Accountant; Mediator (Insolvency Accountant)
Education: B.S., University of California, Berkeley, 1975

M.P.H., University of Illinois Medical Center, 1976
M.A., California State University, Dominguez Hills, 1997 (Masters in Conflict

 Management and Negotiations)
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association, Dispute Resolution Services, 30 hours

California State University, Dominguez Hills, 30 hours
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association - former member

Los Angeles County Bar Association - ADR Section (associate member)
ADR Style: "All three are used, as needed, however, the collaborative and facilitative approach is

primarily used."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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BRUCE S. SCHILDKRAUT, ESQ.
Office of the United States Trustee
725 South Figueroa Street, Suite 2600
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 894-1507
Fax: (213) 894-2603
E-mail: Bruce.Schildkraut@usdoj.gov

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Muhlenberg College, Business and Accounting, 1983

J.D., Temple Law School, 1986
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I am a mediator, not an arbitrator.  For this reason, I prefer a facilitative environment that

enables the parties to reach a settlement without relying on the legal issues.  In addition,
I have found that a caucus approach enables the parties to reach a quicker resolution to
the problems."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,
Ventura

MARK C. SCHNITZER, ESQ.
Reid & Hellyer
3880 Lemon Street, 5th Floor
P. O. Box 1300
Riverside, California  92502

Phone: (951) 682-1771
Fax: (951) 686-2415
E-mail: mschnitzer@rhlaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of North Carolina, 1963

J.D., T.C. Williams School of Law, University of Richmond, Virginia, 1966
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer an initial joint meeting, then caucus which is collaborative and facilitative.

Parties must understand the economics of litigation and discuss resolution with that in
mind."

Mediation Award: 1999-2000 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Riverside Division (3-way tie)

1997-1998 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Riverside Division (3-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Riverside, San Bernardino
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KEITH A. SCHULNER, ESQ., MBA, MDR*
Mediator
LA/ASK Financial
4826 Parma Drive
Oak Park, California  91377

Phone: (818) 889-5571
Fax: —
E-mail: JD_MBA_MDR_Mediator@UCLAlumni.net

Occupation: Professional Mediator, Bankruptcy Preference Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1989

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1992
MBA, Pepperdine University, 2000
Master in Dispute Resolution, Pepperdine’s Straus Institute of Dispute Resolution

Mediation Training:  UCLA Ombuds training by 1989 Ombudsman, 40 hours
Ethics Counseling and Negotiation, Loyola Law School, 1990
California Academy of Mediation Professionals Externship, Cynthia Greer-Bailey PH.D.,

120 hours
UCLA Ombuds Externship, Geoffrey Wallace PH.D., 240 hours
The following classes (35 hours each class) total 100 hours:  Mediation, Denise Madigan

JD; Alternative Dispute Resolution, Michael Rainey JD; Negotiation, Randy Lowry JD;
Interviewing, Counseling and Planning, Cynthia Greer-Bailey Ph.D.; Communication
and Conflict, David Cruickshank JD; Cross-Cultural Negotiation & Dispute Resolution,
Grant Ackerman JD; Domestic Relations Dispute Resolution, Joan B. Kelly Ph.D. and
Nancy J. Foster J.D.; Social Psychology of Conflict, Cynthia Greer-Bailey Ph.D.

ADR Memberships: Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution
ADR Style: "I use all of the above but prefer the latter in each case.  I adapt to the individual

circumstances.  I make sure no one is ever made worse off.  I create new solutions and
expand the pie, improving communication and relationships, helping opposing parties
understand the reality of the situation, and helping parties to be more persuasive while
reducing tension and non-productive behavior."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura

*Amenable to conducting mediation conferences online.

STEVEN A. SCHWABER, ESQ.
Law Offices of Steven A. Schwaber
2600 Mission Street, Suite 100
San Marino, California  91108

Phone: (626) 403-5600
Fax: (626) 403-4691
E-mail: schwaber@compuserve.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California,  Los Angeles, Psychology, 1965

J.D., Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, 1968
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I require a commitment from the parties to the concept that they really want to settle the

case.  I then use caucus extensively to fashion a common-sense resolution."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, San Bernardino
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ZACHARY SEFF
Real Estate Financing
825 Gretna Green Way
Los Angeles, California  90049

Phone: (310) 826-7558
Fax: (310) 826-3392
E-mail: zseff@aol.com 

Occupation: Real Estate Loan Broker, Arbitrator/Mediator
Education: B.S., University of Colorado, 1961

Real Estate Certification, Santa Monica City College, 1976
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association Dispute Resolution Services, Inc. (DRS), 30 hours,

2003
ADR Memberships: County of Los Angeles Assessment Appeals Board

National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc.
New York Stock Exchange

ADR Style: "I prefer to use an approach to assist the parties to move toward a satisfactory resolution
of the matters at hand in a facilitative manner.  This includes the use of caucus with each
side."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura

DONALD SEGRETTI, ESQ.
Attorney At Law
19800 MacArthur Boulevard, Suite 1000
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 553-8088
Fax: (949) 553-8188
E-mail: Dsegretti@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.S., University of Southern California, Finance, cum laude, 1963

J.D., University of California (Boalt Hall), 1966
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I use a caucus type of program.  Aspects of both the collaborative and evaluative

approach are used depending on the circumstances.  Difficult issues are welcome as
long as the parties are committed to the process."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

BENJAMIN S. SEIGEL, ESQ.
Buchalter, Nemer, Fields & Younger
601 South Figueroa Street, Suite 2400
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 891-0700
Fax: (213) 630-5676
E-mail: bseigel@buchalter.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.S., University of Missouri, 1958

J.D., University of West Los Angeles School of Law, 1974
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties

in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Mediation Award(s): 1998-1999 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
San Fernando Valley Division (4-way tie)

1996-1997 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
San Fernando Valley Division (4-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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STEVEN M. SEPASSI, ESQ.
Law Offices of Steven M. Sepassi
15760 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 1010
Encino, California  91436

Phone: (818) 887-2000
Fax: (818) 783-7396
E-mail: LosAngelesLawyer@sbcglobal.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., University of Missouri, 1979

M.S., University of Missouri, 1981
E.D., University of Southern California, 1985
J.D., Southwestern University, 1995

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
42 hours, 2003

ADR Style: "I prefer a facilitative approach to mediation, where I can help the parties reach a
resolution in their case, given that at times one might have to be also evaluative in order
to provide a reality check to the parties.  I also like to break into caucus after giving the
parties ample opportunity to present their issues in the joint session.”

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

BRIAN J. SHEPPARD
Law Offices of Brian J. Sheppard
18075 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 109
Encino, California  91316

Phone: (818) 342-5799
Fax: (818) 342-2470
E-mail: BJSheppard@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California at Berkeley, 1979

M.S., University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Labor Studies, 1983
J.D., University of La Verne, 1994

Mediation Training: Center for Dispute Resolution, Santa Monica, CA
Ken Cloke L.A. County Bar/Dispute Resolution Services, 30 hours, 2002

ADR Style: "I will allow the parties to make an opening statement together and then caucus.  I will
help them to see the weaknesses of their positions and try to encourage them to think
creatively about solutions."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura

MARK SHINDERMAN, ESQ.
Munger, Tolles & Olson 
355 South Grand Avenue, Suite 3500
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 683-9201
Fax: (213) 687-3702
E-mail: shindermanm@mto.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.S./B.A., Georgetown University, Accounting and International Management,

summa cum laude, 1985
J.D., Harvard University, cum laude, 1988

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program which is collaborative rather than evaluative.  Parties
in this process need to understand and commit to the non-litigated resolution of their
differences, which may take substantial discussion."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles
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ROBERT H. SHUTAN, ESQ.
4628 Glencoe Avenue, Suite 1
Marina del Rey, California  90292

Phone: (310) 305-1362
Fax: (310) 305-8204
E-mail: rshutan307@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney/Mediator
Education: B.S., University of California, Los Angeles, Business Administration, 1939

J.D., University of California School of Law (Boalt Hall), 1942
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association (Dispute Resolution Services), 30 hours, 1994

JAMS/Endispute, Advanced mediation training, 2 days, 1994
Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1994
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
ADR Style: "I prefer a flexible approach based upon the dynamics of the issues and parties, but

using caucusing — and always aiming at facilitating resolution of the differences.
Evaluative, if desired by the parties."

Mediation Award(s): 1998-1999 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
San Fernando Valley Division (4-way tie)

1997-1998 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Los Angeles Division
1996-1997 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations, Central District
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

Los Angeles Division (4-way tie)
Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,

San Fernando Valley Division
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

DONALD W. SIEVEKE, ESQ.
Law Offices of Donald W. Sieveke
1113 North Spurgeon Street
Santa Ana, California  92701

Phone: (714) 543-8419
Fax: (714) 558-7459
E-mail: dws4law@pacbell.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of California, Irvine, 1974

J.D., University of San Diego School of Law, 1977
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus; collaborative and facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Orange
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DONALD S. SIMONS, ESQ.
Tyre, Kamins, Katz & Granof
1880 Century Park East, Suite 300
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (818) 981-1715; (310) 553-6822
Fax: (818) 784-0313; (310) 552-9024
E-mail: DBSimons@worldnet.att.net

Occupation: Attorney (Business and Real Estate Transactions)
Education: B.S., University of Southern California, 1951

L.L.B., University of California, Los Angeles, 1954
Mediation Training: Dispute Resolution Services, Basic Training, 30 hours, 1994

Dispute Resolution Services, Advanced Training, 12 hours, 1994
JAMS/Endispute, 16 hours, 1994
Mediation Advocacy Program by NASD, 6 hours, 1995

ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
American Arbitration Association (AAA)
Los Angeles County and Beverly Hills Bar Associations - ADR Sections

ADR Style: "I use the caucus in an effort to develop trust and learn the strengths and weaknesses
of the parties' positions and what their common interests may be.  My style is facilitative
and collaborative.  While I do not suggest or propose specific settlement terms, I will ask,
"If 'such and such' were to occur, how would you respond?"

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura

CHERYL A. SKIGIN, ESQ.
Law Office of Cheryl A. Skigin
8502 East Chapman Avenue, Suite 616
Orange, California  92869

Phone: (949) 720-1177
Fax: (949) 720-1947
E-mail: kjms@earthlink.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., John Hopkins University, 1973

J.D., Emory University School of Law, 1976
Mediation Training: Straus Institute of Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Collaborative approach utilizing caucus with focus directed to commitment for resolution

rather than evaluation of legal positioning."
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside

MICHAEL R. SMENT, ESQ.
Law Offices of Michael R. Sment
770 County Square Drive, Suite 210
Ventura, California  93003

Phone: (805) 654-0311
Fax: (805) 654-0334
E-mail: bklawvent@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney; Teacher
Education: B.A., University of Southern California, School of Journalism, 1976

J.D., University of San Diego School of Law, 1979
Mediation Training: Straus Institute of Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Memberships: Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

Dispute Resolution Services (Los Angeles County Bar Association)
Ventura Center for Dispute Settlement

ADR Style: "Flexible, open-minded, practical."
Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (7-way tie)
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura
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RITA SOLOMON
Solomon Resolutions
2219 West Olive Avenue
Burbank, California  91506

Phone: (818) 843-6840
Fax: (818) 848-6403
E-mail: Soloresolutions@aol.com

Occupation: Professional Mediator
Education: El Camino College, 1976

UCLA, 1984
San Fernando Valley School of Law, 1986
A. D. Banker, 1998
Primerica Life Insurance, 1998
Los Angeles Valley College, 2000

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of  Law,
42 hours, 2004

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 120 hours, 2004
Los Angeles County Bar Association/DRS, Cross Cultural Mediation, 30 hours, 2003
Los Angeles County Bar Association/DRS, Business Commercial Mediation, 15 hours,

2003
Los Angeles County Bar Association/DRS, Basic Mediation, 30 hours, 2002
Los Angeles County Bar Association/DRS, Advanced Mediation, 15 hours, 2002

ADR Memberships: California Academy of Mediation Professionals
Society of Professionals In Dispute Resolution
Association for Conflict Resolution
Southern California Mediation Association
Los Angeles Superior Court - Courts Committee
Los Angeles Superior Court ADR Panel Member
The Mediation Resource Group
American Bar Association - Section of Dispute Resolution
California Dispute Resolution Council

ADR Style: "I bring to the mediation table the ability to provide the appropriate style (facilitative,
collaborative, directive, evaluative, caucus, etc.) as indicated by the nature of the dispute.
I further attempt to establish a good rapport with the parties for earnest communication
and participation.  I also point out the value of having their attorneys’ advocacy and
expertise within the process.”

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

GARY V. SPENCER, ESQ.
Law Offices of Gary V. Spencer
7700 Irvine Center Drive, Suite 800
Irvine, California  92618

Phone: (949) 788-2948
Fax: (949) 854-1728
E-mail: gvspencerlaw@cox.net

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of Southern California, 1966

J.D., University of California (Boalt Hall), 1969
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1996
Advanced Mediator's Forum Pepperdine/JAMS-Endispute, 1997

ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution (SPIDR)

ADR Style: "I prefer an initial joint meeting with separate caucus approach thereafter.  I prefer to stay
away from expressing evaluations of a matter but do not mind asking hard questions as
a reality check on parties' positions.  I look for creative solutions."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Ventura



U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Central District of California 70 October 2004

HAROLD H. STARR
HHS, Inc.
Professional Mediations
2116 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 201
Santa Monica, California  90403

Phone: (310) 828-9000
Fax: —
E-mail: —

Occupation: Mediator; Realtor
Education: B.S., University of California, Los Angeles, 1947

Various continuing education courses
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association, Dispute Resolution Services, 30 hours
ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association

California Dispute Resolution Services
ADR Style: "I generally have a joint discussion and then break into caucus.  I utilize a collaborative

approach.  I hope to impress upon the parties that litigation is counter-productive.”
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

SUSAN D. STEIN, ESQ.
Law Offices of Susan D. Stein
1602 East Fourth Street
Santa Ana, California  92701

Phone: (714) 973-1524
Fax: (714) 543-4552
E-mail: susansteinesq@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney; Bankruptcy (Debtor/Creditor); Business and Real Estate Litigation
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1973

J.D., Western State University, 1981
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
Dispute Resolution Service of CSP, Community Service Program, 25 hours

ADR Memberships: CSP/DRS, 1994 to present.
ADR Style: "Caucus if applicable; utilize various methods, depending upon the emotional states of

the disputants, whether attorneys are involved and the nature of the dispute(s).  I tend
to be directive, but tailor the approach to nature of the dispute and the parties’ needs."

Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside

PETER T. STEINBERG, ESQ.
Steinberg, Nutter & Brent
501 Colorado Avenue, Suite 300
Santa Monica, California  90401

Phone: (310) 451-9714
Fax: (310) 451-0929
E-mail: snb300@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney (emphasis on Bankruptcy/Litigation Practice)
Education: B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara, 1977

J.D., McGeorge School of Law, UOP, 1980
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer a facilitative process which hopefully brings the parties to a realistic evaluation

of their positions with an emphasis on settlement.  I do prefer to use the caucus method
to facilitate cooperation."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Ventura
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DAVID M. STERN, ESQ.
Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern
2121 Avenue of the Stars, 33rd Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 407-4025
Fax: (310) 407-9090
E-mail: dstern@ktbslaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Columbia University, 1972

J.D., Stanford University, 1975
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "My focus is on all party discussions, with individual caucus sessions being a rare

exception.  My preference is consensus building, but in certain cases, I will utilize an
evaluative and directive approach."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

ALAN J. STOMEL, ESQ.
369 South Doheny Drive, Suite 374
Beverly Hills, California  90211

Phone: (310) 837-6455
Fax: (310) 837-7411
E-Mail: alan@stomel.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Pomona College, 1977

M.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1982
J.D., Loyola Law School, 1986

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Caucus/no caucus; directive/collaborative; evaluative/facilitative."
Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

THOMAS A. TARTER
The Andela Consulting Group, Inc.
15250 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 610
Sherman Oaks, California  91403

Phone: (818) 380-3102
Fax: (310) 501-5412
E-mail: ttarter@earthlink.net

Occupation: Consultant; expert witness; litigation consulting services primarily involving checking
accounts; forgery; embezzlement guarantees; lending practices; lender liability;
commercial, corporate, construction and real estate loans; loan and interest rate
feasibility analysis; debt restructure and board actions.

Education: B.S., University of California, Los Angeles, 1965
M.B.A., Santa Clara University, 1969

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University, School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

Mediation Style: "I prefer to use the caucus type of process.  However, depending upon the dynamics of
the particular mediation, other techniques may be used."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura
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DAVID A. TILEM, ESQ.
Law Offices of David A. Tilem 
500 North Brand Boulevard, Suite 460
Glendale, California  91203

Phone: (818) 507-6000
Fax: (818) 507-6800
Email: DavidTilem@TilemLaw.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Brown University, 1978

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1981
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law, 1999
ADR Style: "Generally evaluative, but the choice of styles between directive or collaborative, and use

of caucuses depends on the issues to be resolved, the sophistication of the parties, and
the availability of counsel for the parties.  Prefer only cases where parties voluntarily
consent to mediation."

Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
San Fernando Valley Division

Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Riverside

GARY F. TORRELL, ESQ.
Downey Savings
P. O. Box 6000
Newport Beach, California  92658

Phone: (949) 725-4790
Fax: (949) 725-0619
E-mail: torrell@downeysavings.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.S., State University of New York at Buffalo, Business Administration, 1977

J.D., University of Virginia School of Law, 1983
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I will use one or more approaches, depending upon the matter and the parties' desires."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura

JOSEPH A. WALKER, ESQ.
The Walker Law Firm
1301 Dove Street, Suite 450
Newport Beach, California  92660

Phone: (949) 752-2522
Fax: (949) 752-0439
E-mail: jwalker@thewalkerlawfirm.com

Occupation: Attorney (Litigation)
Education: B.A., University of Illinois, 1967

J.D., University of Southern California Law School, 1970
M.B.A., George Washington University, 1974

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "I prefer a caucus type of program, where the clients provide the majority of the input.
It is their mediation.  The higher their level of participation, the greater the possibility of
success."

Authorized Counties: Orange
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LEO WALKER, J.D.
One Accord Mediation Services
13758 Choco Road
Apple Valley, California  92307

Phone: (760) 946-1429
Fax: (760) 946-1429
E-mail: —

Occupation: Administrative Hearing Officer/Mediator
Education: B.A., California State University, Dominguez Hills

J.D., University of West Los Angeles School of Law
Mediation Training: Los Angeles County Bar Association (DRS), 30 hours

Center for Mediation, Washington, D.C., 24 hours
Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA), 20 plus hours

ADR Memberships: Southern California Mediation Association (SCMA)
ADR Style: "Caucus/collaborative/facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino

JASON WALLACH, ESQ.
Berger, Kahn, Shafton, Moss, Figler, Simon & Gladstone
4215 Glencoe Avenue, 2nd Floor
Marina del Rey, California  90274

Phone: (310) 821-9000
Fax: (310) 578-6178
E-mail: jwallach@la.bergerkahn.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of Pennsylvania, 1971

J.D., New York University School of Law, 1974
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Facilitative, big picture, caucus-heavy."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Santa Barbara, Ventura

DIANE C. WEIL, ESQ.
Rein Evans & Sestanovich LLP
1925 Century Park East, 16th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90067

Phone: (310) 551-3100
Fax: (310) 551-0238
E-mail: dweil@resllp.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: A.B., Occidental College, 1977

J.D., University of Southern California Law School, 1980
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I try to use a balanced approach involving all available methods including caucusing

when appropriate.  I would also be guided by the wishes of the parties and the factors
involved in any particular situation."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura



U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Central District of California 74 October 2004

JOEL B. WEINBERG, ESQ.
ASK Financial/Insolvency Services Group, Inc.
18653 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 361
Tarzana, California  91356

Phone: (818) 609-9268, Ext. 120
Fax: (818) 609-9686
E-mail: jweinberg@askfinancial.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Stanford University, 1977

J.D., Loyola Law School, 1981
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1998
ADR Style: None listed.
Mediation Award(s): 2001-2002 Longest Mediation Conference Which Settled

Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, Northern Division (7-way tie)
1998-1999 Most Frequently Chosen Mediator, San Fernando Valley Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
San Fernando Valley Division (4-way tie)

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura

DANIEL J. WEINTRAUB, ESQ.
Weintraub Law Corporation
12424 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1120
Los Angeles, California  90025

Phone: (310) 207-1494
Fax: (310) 442-0660
E-mail: dan@wlcorp.net

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., University of California, Los Angeles, 1982

J.D., University of Southern California Law School, 1987
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I consider that my role as mediator is to facilitate a negotiated resolution among the

parties.  To reach this end, I favor using private caucuses.  I am flexible and will provide
my insight and analysis if requested."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

CLARENCE WESTBROOK, JR.
P. O. Box 778
Lawndale, California  90260

Phone: (310) 812-5989
Fax: —
E-mail: CWestbrookjr@earthlink.net

Occupation: Contract Specialist/Mediator
Education: B.A., University of Redlands, Redlands, 1990

Legal Education Certification, University of West Los Angeles School of Law, 1992
Professional Designation Contract Management, UCLA, 1985

Mediation Training: LA City Attorney Dispute Resolution Program, 140 hours
Cornell University Alliance Dispute Resolution, 40 hours
Centinela Valley Juvenile Diversion Project, 40 hours
United States Postal Dispute Resolution, 32 hours

ADR Memberships: American Bankruptcy Institute
American Bar Association
Association of Conflict Resolution
San Pedro Toastmasters Club
National Contract Management Association

ADR Style: "The caucus approach is preferred, which encourages collaboration.  Said approach with
discussions could lead to a win-win resolution to parties’ differences."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles
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MICHAEL H. WHITE, ESQ.
Law Offices of Michael H. White
11024 Balboa Boulevard, Suite 615
Granada Hills, California  91344

Phone: (818) 368-0444
Fax: (818) 368-0444
E-mail: mhw4law@socal.rr.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy, business and commercial litigation; real estate)
Education: B.A., University of Oklahoma School of Journalism (Prof. Writing), 1966

J.D., University of California School of Law (Los Angeles), 1971
Mediation Training: Center for Mediation In Law, Intensive Mediation Training Program, 2002

LACBA/DRS, Advanced Mediation Skills Training, 2002
Los Angeles County Bar Association/Dispute Resolution Services, Inc., 30 hours, 2001

ADR Memberships: Mosten Mediation
Board of Directors of Los Angeles County Bar Association Dispute Resolutions Services,

Inc.  Appointed January 2003.
ADR Style: "My approach to mediation is flexible, in part determined by the needs and interests of

counsel and parties.  I am almost never directive; generally caucus, prefer collaboration
and will engage in an evaluative process if counsel and parties desire."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura

R. HILLARY WILLETT, ESQ.
USFN
14471 Chambers Road, Suite 260
Tustin, California  92708

Phone: (714) 838-7167, Ext. 210
Fax: (714) 573-2650
E-mail: hwillett@usfn.org

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., California State University, Northridge, cum laude, 1980

J.D., McGeorge School of Law, with distinction, 1983
Mediation Training: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, ADR Training Course, November 1994

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, ADR Instructor Course, January 1995
Co-taught Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation ADR training course, March 1995

ADR Style: "I prefer a collaborative/facilitative approach where the parties are assisted in defining
and articulating their needs and interests — where the parties recognize that rights and
positions are not paramount in reaching a negotiated settlement."

Authorized Counties: Orange

J. SCOTT WILLIAMS, ESQ.
Best Best & Krieger, LLP
5 Park Plaza, Suite 1500
Irvine, California  92614

Phone: (949) 263-2600
Fax: (949) 260-0972
E-mail: JSWilliams@bbklaw.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., Brigham Young University, 1979

J.D., Brigham Young University, 1983
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I employ a collaborative and facilitative approach which includes caucusing and can

include a more evaluative approach when appropriate.  Generally, my approach requires
commitment to the process with a minimum of posturing."

Foreign Language(s): German
Authorized Counties: Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino
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MICHAEL T. WILLIAMS, ESQ.
Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe
601 South Figueroa Street, Suite 4000
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 689-7593
Fax: (213) 614-1868
E-mail: mwilliams@hewm.com

Occupation: Attorney (Civil Litigation)
Education: B.A., Ithaca College, 1975

J.D., University of San Diego School of Law, cum laude, 1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "Caucus/facilitative."
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles

WILLIAM E. WINDHAM, ESQ.
5005 La Mart Drive, Suite 201
Riverside, California  92507

Phone: (951) 784-5133
Fax: (951) 788-7012
E-mail: bkattorney@linkline.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: A.A., Orange Coast College, 1979

B.A., California State, Fullerton, 1981
J.D., Western State University, 1984

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

Family Law Mediation, County of San Bernardino
ADR Style: "Caucus; directive; facilitative."
Foreign Language(s): German
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,

Ventura

WILLIAM E. WINFIELD, ESQ.
Nordman, Cormany, Hair & Compton
1000 Town Center Drive, 6th Floor
P. O. Box 9100
Oxnard, California  93030

Phone: (805) 485-1000
Fax: (805) 988-8387
E-mail: wwinfield@nchc.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy/Commercial Litigation)
Education: B.A., Brigham Young University, 1982

J.D., University of Utah College of Law, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I am not committed to any approach but prefer a caucus format that is collaborative.  My

objective is also to facilitate open discussions and I will resist evaluative processes."
Foreign Language(s): Dutch
Authorized Counties: Santa Barbara, Ventura
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KIMBERLY S. WINICK, ESQ.
Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw
350 South Grand Avenue, 25th Floor
Los Angeles, California  90071

Phone: (213) 229-5132
Fax: (213) 576-8155
E-mail: kwinick@mayerbrownrowe.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Middlebury College, cum laude, 1980

J.D., University of Texas School of Law, with honors, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1998
ADR Style: "Caucus with each party to understand needs/goals/motives and facilitate

accommodation that satisfies greatest number of needs of each party.  Neutral evaluation
of legal positions plays a role, but often is not dispositive."

Foreign Language(s): Spanish
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

MARC J. WINTHROP, ESQ.
Winthrop Couchot
660 Newport Center Drive, 4th Floor
Newport Beach, California  92660

Phone: (949) 720-4100
Fax: (949) 720-4111
E-mail: mwinthrop@winthropcouchot.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: A.B., University of California, Los Angeles, 1969

J.D., University of California, Los Angeles, 1974
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: None listed.
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

KATHLEEN WOOD-WAGNER, ESQ.
Countrywide Home Loans
Legal Department - MS SV-11
400 Countrywide Way
Simi Valley, California  93065

Phone: (805) 578-6356
Fax: (805) 577-3439
E-mail: Kathleen.Wood-Wagner@countrywide.com

Occupation: Vice President and Counsel
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

Information not submitted.
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ARNOLD H. WUHRMAN, ESQ.
Attorney at Law
Serenity Home Loans
28871 Hedgerow
Mission Viejo, California 92692

Phone: (949) 420-0600
Fax: (949) 420-0604
E-mail: Wuhrman@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney/ADR Professional/Realtor/Mortgage Broker
Education: B.S., Washington University (Business Administration), 1982

J.D., University of Los Angeles, California, 1985
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law, 

40 hours, 2001; Arbitrator and Arbitration Chairperson Training, National Association
of Securities Dealers, 1993-95

ADR Memberships: Panel Mediator and Arbitrator - Los Angeles County Superior Court
Panel Arbitrator - National Arbitration Forum
National Association of Securities Dealers
National Futures Association

ADR Style: "I attempt as much as possible to facilitate communication between the parties, offering
my own evaluations only when requested, and when it appears that they would be
helpful."

Foreign Language(s): Hebrew
Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino

RICHARD L. WYNNE, ESQ.
Kirkland & Ellis
777 South Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, California  90017

Phone: (213) 680-8400
Fax: (213) 680-8500
E-mail: richard_wynne@la.kirkland.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy)
Education: B.A., Indiana University, with distinction, 1979

J.D., Columbia University, 1982
Parker School of Foreign & Comparative Law, 1983

Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,
30 hours, 1995

ADR Style: "Caucus, collaborative, both evaluative and facilitative, depending on the case."
Mediation Award(s): 2000-2001 Most Frequently Chose Mediator, Northern Division

Mediator Who Settled the Most Number of Mediations,
Northern Division

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Santa Barbara
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CLARISSE W.J. YOUNG, ESQ.
1 Ringbit Road West
Rolling Hills, California  90274

Phone: (310) 544-1532
Fax: (310) 544-8742
E-mail: cshumaker@aol.com

Occupation: Attorney
Education: B.A., University of Hawaii, with high honors, 1979

J.D., University of Michigan, 1982
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I favor a mediation which stresses direct communications between the parties.  Since

any mediation is essentially a settlement meeting between the parties, I prefer the parties
discuss their issues directly as much as circumstances will allow.  This approach requires
an open mind from both parties to listen to each other and draws on my skills to facilitate
communication between the parties.  People sometimes hear without listening, and my
job is to help the parties communicate in the mediation process and reach a resolution
if possible."

Authorized Counties: Los Angeles, Orange

LAUREL R. ZAESKE, ESQ.
Rus, Miliband & Smith
2600 Michelson Drive, 7th Floor
Irvine, California  92612

Phone: (949) 752-7100
Fax: (949) 252-1514
E-mail: lzaeske@rmsapc.com

Occupation: Attorney (Bankruptcy and Business Litigation)
Education: B.S., University of Colorado, Accounting, 1981

J.D., University of Southern California Law School, 1988
Mediation Training: Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution of the Pepperdine University School of Law,

30 hours, 1995
ADR Style: "I prefer an interactive type of program with a focus on identification and resolution of

issues.  Parties in this process need to be open to issue identification and discussions
of various alternative, non-litigated resolutions."

Authorized Counties: Orange


